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mination untothe Lord sang becaufe. of 
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doth drive them out from before thee. © 
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— 3 Have with much fatisfacti- 

“on and content perufed this 

í learned & judicious difcourfe, 

*. intituled [ Scle& Cafes of Con-. . 
{cience concerning Witches 
and Witchcrafts/| And fin- 


* ding itto bee very folide and 
| feafonable, I allow it to bee 
^ Printed and publithed. 
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` Tohis ever honoured — 
Valentine VVauton Eíquire, § 
 ColonellJandoneoftheHono- E 
rable Houle of Commons. As alfo 
eo the other worthy Gentlemen ; together 
` with allthe good people'of the Parifh /— — 


of Great Staughton in the County 
of Huntington. ` 


NO herefee; what the B 
> $9 the reft of the Parith wa 

75789 heard ; under one E 
 moncths occafionall paines in E 
: my P ace. q am forced tomake 
ED ublique, partly becaufe E 


 fuffered fome oppofition & a£ 


Mont in my preaching , from. 
| Kao Ced 


pu The Epiftle Dedicatbry. 
partly becaufe fome opinions 


| mong thofe that know me not. 
"But chiefely to anfwer the ex- 


WE 4 


| pettation of thofe amongft 
“whom T am knowne. I hope 


"no? 
Ss 


1 (whatIhere tender you). will 
— Ípeakethe Trueth 23 an honeit 
Confcience to the World ; the 

-— Affection of a carefull Paftor 
tothe reft 5 and to you Sir ! the 

- gratefull (becaufe much inga- 


| gel) mind of | 


one Inever faw before 5 and . 


. ofitarefpread fince, by and a- - 


.-. XYourhumble Servant, - 
JOHN GAULE. ` 


i. d 


Reader ! I prefent thee 
. here with a Letter ; on 


occafion of this publifhing, 

It were but loft labour to gloffe 

~ . upon it. Thou, mayeft. eafily 5 reade 

^os, him, in his Letter; and mee, in my 
| s, Booke- 
| M. N. 


j . . E 
1 QRRSSyY fervice to your Worfhtp pree 
T B | 19. fented, E have this day received 
a Letter.» &c. 


i -to come to a 
| Os Towne called. Great S'taugbton 
|. to fearch for evill difpofed perfons called 
«^ Witches (though I heare your Minifter is 
. farre againft us through ignorance) I in- 
- tendto come ( God willing ) the’ fooner to 
heare his fingular Judgment on the behalfe 


of fuch parties ; I have known a Minifter in- : 


|. Suffolke preach as. much againft their dif- — 

every ina Pulpit, andforcd to recanti — 

i (by the Committee) inthe fame place. X 
much 


To tbe Reader. i 


| "mich matvaile fuch evil! Members fhould 


$t 


“intend to give your Towne a Vifte fuds 


js 


— denly; I am to come to Kimbo/ton this 


haveany (much more any of the Clergy) 
who fhoulddaily preach Terrour to con- 
vince fuch Offenders , ftand up to take 
their parts againft fuch as are Complai- 
‘nants for-the. King 5 and fufferers ‘them: 


~ weeke, and it fhall bee tenne to one burl 


_“certainely know aforé whether your Town | 


will come to your Town firt, bur I would 


affords many Stickletsforfuch Cattell , or 
walling to give and afford us good welcome 


_beenes elfe I fhall wave your Shire ( not 


and entertainement ; as other where I have | 


as yet beginning in any part of it my felfe) | 


(0 — a ee 


Mer with their Families and Eftates. I 


And beétakeme to fuch places where Idoe | 


and may perfift withoutcontrole ^ but with 


thankes ^ and Tecompence So I humbly | 


take my leave and reft, 


ro e 


Dni m ( Matthew Hopkins. : 


Your Servant to be commanded, | 
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| . SPSS Aether it ought to bee 
i | N WA beleeved, that there 


SS are any Witches? = 
il — 2. How many binds of Witches may — 
mM — there be conceived ?. | 
3- Whether there bee not [undry de-.— — 
x | £rees of Witches, and Witcherafts tobe 
m  confidered ? ET a 
Wü = 4. What it is that makes. a Witch toa 
© be 4 Witch; and one that may juftly bee bs 
7 fo called and accounted ? bs 
j 5- W bat are the fignes and marks of 
_ a Witch, whereby fuch an one may bee 
d, rightly difcerned, and fo Cenfured ? d 
(0X 6 Whether Witch-feeking or witch= 7 
finding be an Art, Vocation, Profeffiony 
| Office, Occupation , or Trade of Lifes — — 
e towable in e Chriftian Chured 5 os 
^ State? 7. Wheiher 
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-> >. he Contents. 
— s *tggWibetber all fuch Feats 5 trickes, 
` prankes, and Exploits, as Witches are | 
(aid to play;be credible to prudent Chri= | 
< flians ? m | 
8. Whether the power of a Witch bet | 
`- fuch, as is ordinarily fuppo[ed ? 3 
Tg. How the power and malice of Wit’ 
-` ches may be prevented,or redre(fed with | 
` good Con{cience ? | 
< "10. Whether it be lawfull to confalt | 
witha Witch upon any occafion? =| 
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x. Ade What punifoment are Witches) 
worthy of 5 er may juftly be inflitied on | 
_ . 12.VVhether a VVitch may repents | 
` aid [o be faved ? | 
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! Cafes of Conícience 


touching Witches 
and Witchcrafts. 


1. Cafes Whether it ought to be bee 
~ deevedythat there are any Witches? 


S69 Ec that will needs 
S (b perfwade himfelf 


P that there areno 


Witches, would 
perfwaded , that 


thereis no Devill; and hee 
that can already beleeve that 
Devill 


^. there is no 


aE) 
ets 
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, will.ere 


; l 
long 
" E i 
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* » r 3 


2 Cafes of Confciemce 

beleevethattherc.isno | 
perte or there aremuch | 
what the -fame- grounds. Or | 
motivesbothfor theAtheift, | 
m Adiabolift, Bock are A 
ompandevillsifiuinemat | 
o nly fi roma fond: prefuming : 

- folly, but alfo from atar- 
nall difpenfing fecurity.Pfal. | 
14.1. And therefore whenI | 
- confider that Opinion ofthe - 
-.- Sadduces ,Ads23.8.Icannot 
ds. but: wonder. at the received | 
2 comer a ae | 


3B might fe ry Dis het: fi n= 
eerely;5 and. for; himfelfes © 


— flies bléffing hiim: even for 
ae es baig g sand mot | 


| Concerning Witches, "c. 3 
NW doing his-wil;out ofany expe- 
K pectation of a future reward. 
t Whereas our late leaners and 
i, lingerers after fuch a kindeof | 
: fect, could be content to deny 
V all'thefe,meerly forthis intent 
y thatfothey might fervethem. - 
t {elves wholly, fin more gree- 
|j dily, live now more fecurely, 
| dnd feareno future penalty; — | 
K But as doating fleepes’ or n 
€ dy¥eams, awaken to greaterdió E 
| ftractions: fo doe falfe opini- 
( ons,tothe more fearfullCon- ^ BÓ 
j vicions; Efpecilly all’fond E- 

perfwafions touching Godor — | 

« theDivel (ifnot otherwile fe- 
. ednted) are confuted'by-their’ - 
own fad experience at ehe làffs ^ 


* 


. And fasto the point in hand) 
wv B2 . dom 


1 wc 
we i E 
Nee ^ z x j 522 
3: s M e mc. 
: € 7 PS gh a E 
See EERE 
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(04 Cafes of Confcience 
I could inítance from Story 
qan that I refolve againít il 
uch dilatations in this Epis | 
tome) how many have had no 
faith of witches bein ,tilthey | 
havehad a fenfe of E and 
then their bewitched body or 
goods, has {erved to unbe- 
Witch them of their opinion & | 
Conceit. But there are alfoa | 
Aet orfort, that (on theother 
hand) are as füperftitious in 


this point, as thefe can be infi- 


Gclious. They conclude pe- 
= { femptorily (not from reafon, 
_ |) butindiferetion) that witches 

\ Rotonlyare, butarein every 
place, and Parifh with them, 

ety old woman with a wrin- 
tace, afurr'd brow, a hai- 


ry 


v. 


Concerning Witches, OC. 5$ 


ty lip, a gobber tooth, a fquint 
eye, afqueaking voyce, ora 


{colding tongue, having a rug- 


eed coate on her back, a fkull- 
cap onherhead, a {pindlein 


her hand, and a Dog or Cat by 


her fides is not only fufpected, 
but pronounced B a witch. 
Every new difeafe, notable ac- 
cident, mirable of nature, rari- 


trr nF nw ws NT ^n Fal ever Ml 
*y VEALL ay aan stale vum 


or juft judgmentof God; is by 
them accounted forno other, 
but an act or effect of witch. 


craft. And for this the Witch 


muft bee fufpe&ed ; and this 
fufpition, though it bee but 
late, ofafew, andthote the 
underfort, yetisitenoughco | 
fend for the Witch-fea rhe g 

; $ 3 Or 4 


é Cafes of Confcience - 

er witch-feekers (a trade ne. 
ver taken up in England till 
this ) whofe lucratory fkil and 
Experience is not: much. ims 
proved above. the outward 
fenfes; «For if you will not 
admiitabig, ora boyl ; a wart , 
oraiwen sa puthy ora pilesa 
fear, ora fcabbe s an iflue , or 
an ulcers for a palpable Wit- 
£863 marke? vet then {hail it 


. Certainly be; determined tó be 
. infuchaplace, as for thame, 
js and in very truth, isnot to be 


- Baméd. Put tofavéthe trou- 
|; bleand Charges: ofthe witch- 
| finder, they will undertake to 
| Uy theWitch of themfelves, 
| yet by no other rules then 
3 thofe traditionall, and of their 
P o | own 


[d 
f 


| 
m 


Concerning W itches, ót. % 
own fuperfütion. Nay-and (I 
trembletorecord it) they will 
haverehe witch prefenitly pu- 
fifhed’; and the iffuethercof 


 fhallprovenolefle then capi- 


tall; atid yetbyno Law ; bùt 
chat of theirown Eawlelle fuz 
y; Now oftheferwo forts, T 
holdthelaftnotonly the more 
numerous, but the moredan- 
gerous of thetwo. Notthat I 
thinke: there is charity inthe 
orié opinion, as Tam fare there 
is iniquity in the other. But 
for as much as the fuperftition 
ofthe one, isone maine caule 
of the others Infidelity. For! 
have known the fimpler mea- _ 
ning therefore backeward to .- 


. beleeye any are thus guiltys 


B4 while 


8 Gases of Confcien 
while they have obíerved the 
-ruder conditioned fo oveifor.. 
- Ward to pronounce upon the 
innocent : yea and fome wife 
men too, have put it to a great 
difpute, becaufe they have 
read (as appears in ftory) that 
men ofthe moft eminent wif. 
dome and holineffe of their 
times have (by fuch people as 
. thefe)been Üandered for Wit- 
thes. Í could eive inftancein 
Abrahan, loys, CMofes, Dax 
| Riel, Athanafins, Wicklef, La- 
ther, Ge. And it is the more 
ealie to be believed in that our 
Saviour Chrift himfelfe > not 
Only: apes hot fo blafphe- 
Mousa Calumny. Matt. o. 34. 
and 12, 24« CIabhor to Cosel 
SRU | what 


: 
a. 


Concerning IFitches, > 9 
what like Imputation of fome 
in after Ages) but alfo fore- 
told that bis chiefeft fervants 


. fhould bee flaundered in like | 


manner,Mat.10.25.But what? 
did Chrift thereforedeny that 
there were any Witches?) nay 
hee rather confefles 1t for di- 


_ {tinction fake; Matt.r2.27,28. 1 


And verily no. abufe'of men: 
(either on one fide or other) | 
muft debarre from concluding; © 
of Truth. T therfore (in a plain. 
and fullway) determine here, 
as doe the orthodox, vizs. 
Thatas there have been ; fo 
ther are;& wil be witches unto 


 thesxvoxldsend. When Witch- 


es firít were in the world, 'is 
wacertain before Pharadhs Mas 
iw. = B $ gitlans, 


eee carp See 
boc ccr i pcm 
ne ESS E Mam AT us Tea 


Rama: Cen cusa ier cot 
ES = 


w Cafes of Con[cience 


i Es 


gitianss we read Tofeph talking — 
(likean Egyptian) of divina 

tion, Gen. 44. 5.15. (which he. 
fpakecertainly not to bewray 


_ hisProfeflion, but conceal his 


Perfon. ) Old Authors rélate 
that Cham was the firft Witch 
(whoàmongthe Gentiles was 
called Zoroaster) and that hee - 
taught this divellifh Art to his 
fon Mizraim and heto the Æ- 
Sa his People ; and they 

ati their- learning to the- 
world. ‘Some fay, the Divell - 
Was thefirft Witch when hee 


plaid the Impoftor with our 
.firít Parents | pofleffine 


the 
Serpent (as his Impe) to their 
delufion,Gen.3. and it is whit. 
pered that our Grandame Eve 


Ss 4o ESOS SS Lo Ex --— o D O 


a> -—i --»—- 


D> = 


Concerning Witches; ec. EF | 
was alittle guilty of fuch a 
kindof Society inafmuch as 


{fuch an Enmity was immedi- 


ately deriounced uponit. But 
noinatter whether Witches & 
Witcherafts began with the 
world ór-nos;we are too fure 
they are not like toend , but 
with the world, r Tim.4. 1. And 


fpeakingofthe world & Wit- 


ches; Itakeroome enough to 
determine their Exiftence. For 
haply in fome Places, and at 


Íome. purer: Times of) the 


Church;a Witch may nótthen 
and:there befound, Deut. 18. 
10: Micah5:12. Zach.13.2. at 
leaít wifeicomparatively , not 
imthofe Multitüdes; or Multi- 
plicitics; And thus explained 


32. — € ales of Canfcience 
my determination {tands firm 
to any mans beliefe for thefe 
Reafons following, - üt 
4, Becaufe the holy Scrip. 
tures {peake of Witch-craft as 
ofa fpecifique firi, rSam.1 5.2 3. 
Gal.5.20.Now noaccident can 


lubfitt without a Pofition or | 


Conceflion of its proper fub- ` 
jectin whom it muft of nece(: 
ity inhere.2, The word ofGod 
slifcovers and defcribes them: 
by their fevera]] names, Deut. 
. 18. 10. Now namesarenot gi- 
ven tothings that are not: nay 
_ the variety of names ferve to 
hote their Multitude in the 
Concrete,as well as their mul- 
Main the Abftra&.3.God. | 
Almig! ty has Enatted WM d 


L^ T 
EON 


and Penalties againft them; 


E 
" 


a 
tà 


Concerniig Witchesseoc. 13 


Exo, 22:18. Lev. 20.27. which 
were not inftitutedfor,nor cam 
be executed upon fhadowes & 


meer nothing. 4: It is carefuily 


forbidden to feeke after fuch, 
Levit.19.51. which how vaine 
were it ifnone fuch were to be 


` found ? Becaufethough indi- 


vidual] atts may perh with 
the Authors, yet never any 
fpecifique fin(once here) quite 


- vanifhed hence; but (through 
| thecommon roote of Corrup- 


tion) was propagated to all A- 
ges. 6. Becaufe the Devill 
(through his depraved know- 
ledge) hath devifed perpetuall 
Rules of Witch-crafts: 5 fuch’ 


- ashenotonly fugaefls imme: B. 
elim day B 


14 Cafes of Gonfciene | 
diately and occafionally:s bug | 
bath delivered them, toimpiy , 
ous wretches , to be traditio, | 
nally taught and. communica: 
ted from ong Generation toa. 
nother. 7, Becaule,the Divell | 
labours continually to uphold - | 
the vifibility and. eminency of | 
hiskingdome, whichhedoth | 
in.and'by,, none more. then 
fuch as theíG. 8. Even Heathen 


diee light of Nature ; have f 
) alerted fuch to be:nay and by j 
- the Law of Nature, convin- 


S 


l; ced themtobe füch..o. Theo 


. pinior and judgement of fo. 
many learned men. in all pro~- 
is. (Philofophers, Hifto- 


| | Mans, Lawyers, Phiyfitians.- Dic 
| | Ves Schoolmen;:Summifts, 


Caluifts, 


$ 
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Concerning Witches, e. 15: 
Cafuifts | Kings and Princes) 
that have fhown fo much Art 
andinduftry, in their demon» 
ftration and difcovery. ro. T he 
obfervatiori, "Tradition; tons 
feffion į’ practife and ex peri- 
ment hereof (in all Ages, and 


among all Nations) is more 
-thenmranifefty 10:00 06i ote 
_. I He Generall.thus confir- 


med, let mealfoadde a touch 

uponthefe particulars. r. That 
Witches havebeen more fre- 
quent:in fome: Ages of the 

World, thenothers, namely, 
the more blind, diflolute, pa- 
ganifh, Idolatrous, fuperftiti- 


ous. 2. That Witches have al- 
» ways abounded in fóme coafts. 


ofthe World, more then o- 
po thers — 


16 Cafesof Confcience, 
thers5 ás namely , where the 
Golpell isnot; where it isnot - 
fo plain, pure, and power. 
full; and where Witch-craft is 
made either their Religion, or 
their Trade. 3. That Witches - 
are to befoundin fome Reli- 
gions, more then others, that 
isto fay not only wher witch- 
craft itfelfe is counted a R eli- 
gion 5 but where Religion it 
i felfe is füperftitious , and fo. 
.. difpofing to Witch-ciaft, 4. - 
That there has been, are; and. 
are likely fill to bee , more 
Witches under the Popifh 5, 
then inthe Proteftant Reli. — 
Slon.For not onlytheir Popes, - 
Priefis, Fryers, Nuns, (many: 
of them) have been notorious, 
eq Witchesz 


2 


» iM uio ^ 


Concerning Witches éte — 17 
t Witches: but their praítigious 
| mifacles, & fuperftitious rites 
i, little better then kindes of 
4 Witch-crafts. ] z 
dpi Now though I find it eafier 
it «o determine of Witches, that 
Xl they aresthento difcover what 
Mi they are, yet! wey iveoccas ss 
i fion to apprehend iomething — — 
ai tothat purpofe, fromthisone — B 
i! maine conclufion , viz; That 
mil. Witch-craftorthe fin of Wite 
ity ` ches, is the moft great & gric- 
a vous, the moft deadly & dams 
mt nable fin, that a mortall man 
ih} may beguilty of. I conceive it 
d... fecoridtonone that can poffi- 
«  blyherebecommitted ,. and 
y myReafensarey 2600 0058 
p ^—-coreBecaufe it is called ana- 
COBGER OS v. bomi- 


n -Cafes of Coafciescs E 
: boriisátion unto: the Lord, | 
Deut. 18. 15. which is’ never _ 
faid but! of thofe: Impietied | 
 thatare of all other moft Exé | 
crable; 
; 2. Beéaufeal other fins and | 
diences, ate but com pe 
ie to this; för! -hainotifneffe; 
1 Sathy¥5, 357 Now the thing 
compared js alwaies inferiour | 
totharto Witch it is com M 


£o nun 


4 


Ul Bevauife’ Wehen i in 
He ebrew, Greek ; and Latineis 
common nly called by the name 
of Evil. fi ignifying (as 
G theAntien S)'thatitisthe 
greateft eyi lltha 


tcan be done, 
o4 Becaufe i Itisthe moft ma- 
Tieious: d immediate aver- 


fion 


red. core r ETH iP OPTION 


VERS or Meg S 


Concerning Wi tehes, ec. 19 
fion from the greateft Goods 


and the moft malicious: and | 


iramediate! converfion to the 
greáteft Evill;.For hereis God 
Renounced. and defied 3: and 
the Divell embraced and àdo- 


rt 


[1 5; Becaufe no fin upon | earth 


pudent tempting of Chiifet 


= = 


Satan had not craved a fecond 
vigo power 


Cafes of Con(cience 
power againit Job; after a coge 
teflion of the firft, m 
16. Becaufeitisthe moftah. | 
horred of all thofe (ins, which | 
wecal thefins againft Nature, 
Not onely in regard. of that 
horridillufion of an Incubus : 
butalfoin refpet of common | 
lociety 5 forasitismoft natu- - 
rall for man to be fociable, fo | 
 Rüsmoltunnatwr2ll to him ro 
aliociate himfelfe contrary to 
bis kinde, And fo much the | 
orem this iin that it is a- 
gamit not onlya naturally ari- 
ting, but adivinely impofed 
Antipathy; Gen: 3. 15, 1 Cor. 
Migne eue uS 


E 7 Becaufea Witch isan An- 
TEALUE oppofite to Chriftnot | 
"s 2 only 


p ITEA te R PEE ae, Dow 
pil eas MER S IA 


| Concerning Witches, cc. — 21 
only in his Works, but in his 


 Perfons foras Chriftis a God 


incarnate: fois a Witch ( asit 
were) a Divellincarnate, ida 
notfay y a Witch isthe Antie TE 
chrift; but Fam fure,theAntis —— 

chriftmuft needs be a Witeb; $ 


- 2 Thef.2.8.9.10, 11. eg 


8. Becaufe the blafphemy: 
againft the holy Ghoft, is 
grounded upon an imputati- 
on of Witch-craft , Matth.12.- 
24, 31. And the fin it felfea 
peares (by direct literall dedu- 
ction) to bea maliciousimpu- 
tation of the works of the De- 
villto God; and of the works. 


_ of God to the Devill : which 
Who are fo guilty of as are. 
Witches, that make God their 


Divell, 


22 Cafes of Confcience : 
Divell; i and the Divell thein | 
God?asis evident to be obfer. 

 ved;in theirfolemn and expli- 

| eitepattorLeague. Neither 
dal ‘know any oné particular | 

- fin, to which the expreffion of. 
tháfinágainftthe holy Ghott - 

. inSeriptures, with the proper- 

- tiesthat Divines make there- 

. pe ob maybe more aptly & pre: 

) f cilelyapplyed,then tothisfia- 
(p eBWüdkoni. 0. 

ES. many kindes of Witch= | 

yo Vekbinayithere be conceived P in i 

“cannot bée without fome | 

. dillin&^Coleeption of their | 


di TUE. 


| (forthe chen feverall Kinds Y 


Teckon$ up’) feyerall names | 
t LEN Sy: i of | 


A a UI PUR EA 
i Concerning Witches. -23 
D of themat once Deut.840.11. 
Ui Some: fay nine 5; making the 
Naty Grit paraphrafticall defcripti- 
' Mon. (that of caufing the fonne 
‘Pitt or the daughter’ to<paflathos 
pid) rdw the fite) tobeeactrtaine 
iy) {pecies of W itch-craft : which 
pm) I conceive rather to be à gene- 
kii tall Act or Rate j of confecra- 
yh ting or devoting themfelves & 
jth) theirs'to the Divells fervices - 
Ii anfwerable'to thatwhich wee 

j commonly call the'Witches 
jj Covenant, Com patt;or Gan- 
jg fardentico withthe: Divell 
(gy Becaule it is ftill fer before 
jd thofe other particular‘ Ats; as 
pj iit were! but fome kind 6F 
of preparation’ or! difpotition te 

them, Lev.201§,6.2 K Bei El 


24 Gales of Con(cience | 
Allthe reftofthe Words, or 
Names (were it not thar ple 
nary Enumerations cannotbe 
without diftinctions ) are fo 
promifcuoully ufed,várioufly | 
uanflated ; and indifferently 
interpreted ,. thatit is hard tà | 
obferve any fpecifique diffe. 
rencebetween them. Giveme 
leave to ghefle at them as dis | 
Íünétlyas Imay. r. Wee thus 

tranflatethe firft, One that us f 
{eth divination. But the He- ff 
brew fpeakes fomewhat more ff 
Emphaticilly , One divining f 
divinations. To fhew,that fuch || 
his divinations were of his || 
own divining , or devifing; | 
Who prefumed , orundertook [i 
to teach ortcll of things cone f 
Enos | ungent f 
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i tingent and fortuitous, whe- 
ther future, or abfent; and 
ü what hereafter might happen 
li to fuch a perfon, fucha State 5 
i) And. {uch a one Imay not a- 
m mifle call the Gipfie, or for- 
hi tune-telling Witch. 2. An 
(| Obferver of Times. The Ra- 
i dicall derivation of this Word 
j or Name is thought fo va- 
„| tious, that I know not well 
how to determine here, what 
jkinde.of Witch. Some con-- 
y celveit from an Hebrew root | 
that fignifies toanfwer, being 
j 1nterrogated in dubious mat- 
ters; and fo I may fay itisthe 
Oracle Witch, Some: from 
calting a mift before the eyes, 
and then is it the jugling or - 
VPE. pratti- 
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à 
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praftigious Witch.Some from. 


. a Word of the Clouds ; then is 


gt the Aftrologian, Starre-ga-- 
 zing, Planetary, Proenoftica- 
ting Witch.Some from a word 
that notes a Time,and that de. 
ftinate ordeterminate to fuch- 
a purpofe, as lucky, or unluc- 
kys then is it the fuperftitious 
feafon-fearchine , or (if you. 
will the Time-ferving Witch, 
3. An Enchanter, or a chaun-: 
^ie Witch, ufingto that pur- | 
pole certaine Odes, Songs, 

Verfes, Tones, Numbers, and 

may fignifie either che Can- 
ting or Calculating Witch. But | 
there is a word of fuller and. 
nearer found to the originall, 
that fignifies the Serpent : fe 
| X 3 may 


Concerning Witches, ec. — 27 
may it bee the Serpentine, 
the. venefick or Poyfonous 
! Witch: 4. Ora Witch. The 
t Originall Word: i$ afed fo 
" promüfcüoufly; for all man- 
tl. nerof Witches, that makes our 
l "Tranflators to render it in the 
! common Englifh word onely. 
i Yet/doth it more narrowly 
| import; fuch a kind of Witch 
i chat works partly after a poy- 
i! fonous, ‘partly in a preftigious 
i Way: 5... A'Charmier,and that 
d isan Exorcift. òr- conjuring ` 
a Witch’: But the Hebrew ex- 
@ preffesitthus,one joyning So- 
i} ciety, viz. either with the De- 
i vill, or with other Witches: 
j| and foit is the affembling or 
i the: affociating Witch. 6. A 
EU C2 Con 
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 Confulter with: Familiar § pr | 
rits. The Hebrew intimates, 
one that carried the Spirit im | 
a Bottle, a Bag,.a Pitcher; and 
fo keptitaga familiars oras 
ther whofe Belly heaved, and : 
fwelled, and. founded. like à | 
Bottle, -whence -the, Devill 
Ípake or replyed : and. thus.i$ 
it the Gaftromanticke , thé: 

Ventriloquift; or if you will, | 
the Bottle-bellyed Witch.7.À | 
Wizzard,..or Sciolift, ' that i5 | 
the Magicall; Speculative; 
- Scientiall, or Arted Witch 

$9. A Negromancer ; that i5 
. one that fought tothe Dead, 
and confulted | them. , to 
know whatfhould become of 


{the Living. /Or, that haun 
ee | tec 
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Conterning Witches, de 29 m 
ted Cravesand Sepulchers, a? 
well predigioufly toraife the 
dead,as to be pra ftigioufly re» 
folved'by them. You may ca^ 
fuch an one, the Mortal or the 


deadly Witch. 
<- To alithefe Names, more 
then ten times might be added 


from other Languages, ex- 
prefling the feverall forts of 
Witchesand Witchcratts ; €i- 


ther f£róm their Nature, Art, 


power, practice, matter form, 
end;author, meanes, inftru- 
mentor effect, Put (becaufe 


$ Habourall Imay to bring the 


wholebufinefs toa Previate) I 


fhallónely treat of fuch kinder | 


of forts of them,wherein thev 


are more univerfally both 


C3 
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tow» 
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~ eomprized.and diftinguithec 
|... According tothe vulgar 
. conceit, diftinction is ufually 

‘made betwixt the White.and 
the Blacke Witch - the Good, 
andthe Bad Witch. The Bad 
Witch, they are wont to call 
him or her, that. works Male- 
fice or Mifchiefe to the Bodies 
of Men or Beafts: The good 
. Witch they count him or her; 
that helps to reveale, prevent; 
orremovethe fame. But fuch 
confider not, that devils(with 
as certaine a Science and.as 
fafe a Confcience ) may be dis 
 ftinguifhed into Good,, and 
Bad, as Witches. Rather, that 
the accourited Goed Witcb;is 
_ indeed the worfe and more 
; iM | wicked 


4, 


kt 


wicked ofthetwo. ForasSa- 
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tan, being a Fiend of darknes, 


Asthen worft when hee traní- 


formes himfelfe into an An- 
gel of Light : fo likewife are 
his Minifters. Now both 
thefe working by the Devill, 


. whereas the worft hurt that 
_ the one does, proves but to be- 


witch the Pody, or outward 


- man: thebeít helpe that the 


other can doe, tends and turns - 
tobewitch the inner man or 
Soule. In as much asit begets 
in the party to be thus holpens 
either a Petition, or at leaftan 
inquifition : either a perfwafi- 


en, orat leaftan expectations 


which isa faith or afient of the 
fame nature that the Witch 


à 


to ES now | 


| For if Satan caít our Satan, 


- nowworkes by. Notwithftan. 
|. dingall thisitis objected, that 
_ the Good Witch does gocd,& 
 oppofesthe Bad Witch, and 

the Devill , and therefore cer- 
_ tainly can benone of his, nor 
have any dealings with him. 


- heisdivided againft himfelfe, 
— how fhall then his Kingdome 
ftand?Matth. 12.26. Are not 
_ thefenow thé Patrons of Wit- 
ches themfelves that can make 
Scripture plead for them? To 
whofe mif-applying it is thus 
Xeplyed: That if Satan fhould 
caft out Satan {piritually, or 
Outof thefoule, here were a 
. divifion Indeed, and now his 
. Bingdome could in no wife 
E | ftand: 


| ftand : But for Satan to caft 
! out Satan corporally, or out 
| of the Body onely 5 this may 
| be done by a combination and 
| fo his: Kingdome may grow 
| themore. For thus he agrees, 


| and. willingly yeelds to his. 
; owne. Children and Inftru- — 


| ments to be (even by them) 
| ejected out of the Body : that 
| foby the faith ( both of the 
| doerand receiver) he may the 
| more eafily be admitted into 
| the Soule, | ej 
| .) 2% Watches may univerfal- 
. ly be thus diftinguithed into 
, ether the Arted or the Pacted 
. Wich. The Arted Witch, or 
| One..onely {peculative upon 
| the abítrufe Mirables of Na- 


C5 tue. 
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ture: who by fearching into 
her occult Qualities, her hid- 
den powers, and fecret vere 
tues,her Sympathies and An- 
tipathies; and by applying fit- 
Ty Aüitves unto Paflives 5 now 
urges nature fo Artificially, 
that he makes her conclude & 
affent to work wonders:(And 
happily thus farmay proceed 
both with true Sci&ce, &good 
conícience.)But what through 
vanity of Science; error of 
~ Coníicience, lability of inno 
cence; what through curitof- 
ty, Credulity, vain Glory, &c. 
tsat length taken in the {hare 
of preftigious and Diabolicall 
delufion. And now applies the 
Creature to thofe ends and 
ufess 


Concerning Witches, Ge. 5$ | 
ufessto which, either by its 


owne propenfity , or by Gods 


Inftitution, it was never incli- 


ned. The patted Witch is one 


| only Operative, about fome 
| prodigious or Praítigious 


things, and that only by ver- 
tue of a fuperititious Com pact 
or Contra& made with the 
Drvell, without, oragainftall 
Kules and orders of Naturej 
Art, or Grace, | 

3. À generall diftin&ion (as 
touching kinds) may be ofthe 


, A&ive;and thePafftve Witch, 


The A@ive Witch I conceive 


;, to AG together with the Di. 
| velis but thePaffive Witch to. 


be AGed rather by liim. One 
by way of Confoedérationsthe 
xh other 


—— — 


" $6 — Cafes of Con[cience 
 otherby reafon of fome obfef. 
fion , One as tt were tempting 
the Divell ; the other rather 
tempted byhim.Oneas it were 
the Author, and the Divel the 
Inftrument ; the other but the 
bare Inftrument , and the Di- 
vell the fole Author. Onema- - 
- licioutly rejoycing and glory- 
ingin prodigious prankes and 
Exploits; the other fomewhat 
irking and afhamed. One not. 
 Anfeftng onely , but infecting 
alfo, by feeking to make o- 
thers Witches ; the other wil- 
ling or withing rather to bee 
unmade it felfe. Of the one 
kinde I reckon the Witch of 
Endor; I Sam.28. ofthe other, 
 *heDamfell in the Acts, Ads 
een 16. Yet 
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Mtl r6. Yet ought even the Paflive i 
t Witches to bee diftinguifhed 
i intothemeerly, and the mixt- 
iih ly Paflive. Themeerly Paflive 
Mie be fimply dzmoniacks., but 
|t not Energumenifts. That is 
li mainly fuffering , rather then 
ne ACting by the Divell:moreex- 
gi cruciated and afflicted , then 
| occupied or exercifed by him. 

w Themixtly Pafüve be not the 
y; Obfeffed only, but the Opera- 
4| tivelikewife. Ofmore Active 
je) atfirft in giving up their Wills 
jy toSatans flavery, now become 
yh more Paflive and led Captive - 
,j by him at his will. Firít offe- 
j| ting themfelves freely and:vo-. 
y luntarilys after forced, and as 
j| X Were necefiitated to doe his 
Hove drudgery. - 


R 
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drudgery. The Divell nowin. 
. felting them , if they grow 
. _ flacketo infeft others. 


3. Cafe. Whether there be not fundy) 
“degrees of Witches and Witch- 
^ erafts to be confidered ? 
Riginall fin indeed (being 
™ one & alike in all) admits 
ofnoóvariety of degreesin any. 
But witchcraft is an actuall, & 
therefore none are borne, all 
are made Witches, Talk they. 
what they can of an Incubus, 
the Divell and the Witch pro- 
duce not to witch-craft by 
Generation but feducement. 
Moreover , when by witch- 
craft onegrowes fo high asthe 
fin "againft thë- holy Ghoft, 
ther's now no further meafure 
: SITENE) 4 fave 


» 
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(fave in numericall Acts) for 
one Witch to exceed another. 
Otherwife theresno finne(ta- - 
i ken indefinitely) but may ad- 
- mit of feverall Meafures, and 
fó( to every mans confiderati- 
d on) highten or leffen the guilt 
| or poenalty: to: that fubje@ 
$m whichitinheres.- o 70 
| «It is worthy to: be confcio- 
| nably waighed s that m witch- 
jj craft thereisan Inchoation, as 
j wellas a Conffimation. t. The 
Inchoation' or difpofition to — 
| witchcraft is in fuperftition, 
d TheFathers, and Schoolmen 
| therefore are not muchamifle 
in defining witch-craft by fú- 
perftition: Making this tobe 
the Geis, and gathering the 
RT other 


f 
/ 
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"other in all the Ípecies under 
. dt, fothat no kind of Witch- 


a craft may be named, whichis 


Y 
$ LIT 


not found upon fuperftition, 
and works not by it. Becaufe 
inthis main AG, fuperftition 
and Witch-craft both agree; 
toapply the Creature as means 
unto thofe ends and ufes ; un- 
to Which it is neither apt by its 
own nature,nor thereunto or« 
dained by divine Inftitution, 

Only thefe two differ in de- 
- greessfor füperftition is witch- 
craft begun, and witch-craftis 
fuperftition finifhed. Where- 
_ fore now, (ince Superftitions - 
. arethe feedes of witch-craftss | 
i and we all have in us.the feeds 
| füperflitions;hoy ought we | 
3 pt then 


$us 


D" 


im | "a 
the (i Concerning Witches, &c. 4 
okay then to take heede of nouriíh- 
name h ing fuperftitions; and thofe e- 
xi {pecially that bend & difpofe 
brih witch-craft ? which are in- 
^ ) ie deed too much to beobferved 
s Matt in the Obfervations, Traditi- 
? ons , Opinions, Affections; 
“tues Profeffions, Proverbs, Practi- 
anduk! fes, Occupations,and Conver- - 
itherapth fations ofthe Vulgar. Lord! 
thereut! how many are the forcerous 
: [nfi fuperftitions of the Many ? As 
litri! they are too too ‘notorious; 
ionii in, obferving of feafons for 
idi. lucky or unlucky 5 in foretel- 
d, Whet ling of Fortunes and deftinies; 
perit! 1n marking of Contingences 
dmi and Cafualties ; in cafting of 
theft? Lots; in regarding of dreams; 
oui in Making of meales, in ufing 
f Oo 


a 42 Cafes of Confcience | 
of fports, in fecuring of feares, 


in promoting of hopes, in cy. 


Godsgood Grace , and great 
mercie, they eafily growtoa 
her meafure or degree of 
that kind of malignity. 2. The 
Confummation and Comple- 
tion of witch-craft , 1s in the 
Witches abfolute Pact,and re. 
all Fact, whereby it is cove 
hanted & confented to work; 
notby God, not by nature 5 
het by Art, not by reafon; re | 
" y 


Concerning Witches, Gc. 43 
t by diabolicall delufionsalone. | 
à 6. .Lakewife of reall and abfo- 
Rt lute Witches, thereare feveral 
W degrees to: bee confidered ac- 
ll cording to feverall kindes of 
tl them. As the good Witch is 
Id to bee judged and efteemed; 
n worfethen the bad; the Idola- 
hi troufly pacted; worfethen the 
i Cunningly Arted, the perni- 
0, tioully operative, worfe then’ 
et the fondly fpeculative = the: 
Th mifchievoufly Active, worfe 
yl then the abufed Paffive. For 
sth ifamong very Divelsonemay: 
ds befound worfe then another, 
ot Lud 1. 26. how much moreas 
gh mong Witches? nay even a- 
yy mong Witches of the fame 
W Kind , there arealfo confide-:: 
MINE rable 
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tabledegrees or ageravations 
toguidea Confcience ; either | 
- as touching private Eftimati: 
en, or publike Cenfure, viz) 
- 1Fromthe Time, as the inves 
_ terate Witch is to bee thought 
worfe then the Novice. 3; 
Place, Asa Witch at Couit;is 
‘Worle thena: Witch in the 
Countrey, anda Witch in the 
Church worfe then a Witch n 
hetown Cell. 3. Sexe, As the f 
Male witch is worfe then the | 
Female. For though fhemay 
be more envious and malici- 
.. us; yethe has abufed the Ae 
. Brand Nobler Sexe, 4. De- 
, Sf€Cor Quality as Jezabel was 
Worte then the Witch of En- 
"Ot. 5-Profeffion, As the ye 
MCN jan 
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tl Gian Witch is worfethenthe - 
th Pagan. 6. Office, As the Cleri- 
M call is worfe then the Layicke 
ll Witch: 7.Objedt,Asto praétife 
I! witch-craft on: Men is worfe 
i then if on Beafts only. 8.Mali2 
t! cious intent, Asto havemade 
| one Witch,- is-worfe thento 
1 have bewitched many. 12 >. 
D] 4; Cale. What itis that makes a 
di | Witch tobea Witch, and one that 
may juftly be fo called and accountéd? 
ji [T isfafetobelievethat there 
" * are Witches; and that thofe 
jj alfo areof feverall kindesand — 
y| degrees. But very hec to 
p Pronounce peremptorily up- 
| on fuchand fuch fin Witches 
j and that.upon falfe grounds, 
y aS Vulgar report, bare fufpiti- 
asus. - eR E 
ur (e ees J 
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on; fufpetted Anceftors y de. p 


crepit age , froward affection, 


anulltongue, or any cafual ac. |! 
Mero vent. Right effetti 


areonly ceníüred with. a (afe 


Conícience; by thofe that are [| 
able to difcerne them in thet f 
proper Caufes5 Now therfore |! 
4. Caufesare to be obfervedsal | 
concurring to the making up | 
ofan abfolute Witch, viz.God f 


utterly deferting , the Devill 
delufively invading ; fpeciall 
fins hereunto difpofing,, Ahd 
| theCompa& throughly Come 
pleating, ^. ke 
1. Godthe deficient Cauf& 


| His defertion was enough to 


makeanAngell become a Dë- 
vill: how much more then for 


aman | 
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| amatito becomea Witch? Yet 
| all this is no adding to the 
l| Creatures malice, but onely to 
i giveit upto its owne power, 
|| that it may be knowhe howe= 
jy villitis, if hisgoodnetfle bee 
jj Once fubftracted. Nay, God ts 
jj herenot only a permiflive,but 
d a directive: caufe. For what 
y; fOrbids that God fhould not 
(j asjuftlyand wifely concur in ( 
y this Actas in all other evills of 
y mne? Yeagreat Reafonsare | 
4 to beegiven both for his per- - 
hy Million and direction herein. 

As, 1. forthe manifeftation [ 
yj OF his owne Glory. As hee 
A did the firft Witches we read 
i of, Exod.7. 12. and 8. 18, 19. 
J| 2 For thetryallof thefaith®& \ | 
8 E. patience [ 


leai 
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on, fufpected Anceftors ; de. | 
crepit age , froward affection, 
«uixlltongue, or any cafual'ac- 
eco vent. Büeht effetti 
areonly ceníüred with. a (afe | 
Cohícience ; by thofe that are | 
able to difcerne them in ther | 
proper Caufes 5 Now therfore | 
4. Caufesare to beobferved;al | 
concurring to the making'up | 
ofan abfolute Witch, viz.God | 
utterly deferting , the Devill | 
delüfively invading ; {peciall | 
. fins hereunto difpofing:, Afd 
 theCompa& throughly Cons | 
pleating. ^: ee 
4. Godthedeficient Caufé | 
His defertion was enough to 
makean Angell become a De- 
vill; how much more then for 
gSHO -—. aman 
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| amani to becomea Witch? Ye 
jall this is no adding to the 
| Creatures malice, but onely to 
i giveit up to its owne power, 
| that itmay beknowhe howe? 
i vill itis, 1f his poodneffe bee 
| Once fubftracted. Nay, God ts 
į herenot onlya permiflive,but 
j a directive: caufe. For what 
| forbids ‘that God fhould not 
| as juttly and wifely concur in 
y this Aét,asin all other evills of 
j finne > Yea great Reafonsare 
j tobee given both for his per- 
j miffion and direction herein. 
As, 1. forthe manifeftation: 
| of his owne Glory. As hee 
| did the firlt Witches we read. 
| Of, Exod.7. 12. and 8. 18, 19. [ 
| 2.For the tryall of thefaith & } 
Ds - patience [ 
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| patience of his Saints and Ser. f 
vants,Deu.13.1,2,3. 3.Forthe fi 
- hardning of the wicked in Ñ 
their wilfull delufions, Exod, |; 
722-2 Thef. 2.9:11. 4. For f 
to make the Witches them. || 
felvesexamples of his juftice | 
both here and hereafter, Exo. |l 
9-12, 1í3.19.3,4.& 44:25.A€. | 
13.11. R. evel.21.8.. 5. For che | 
more confufion of the Devill f 
himfelfe both in his fruftrati- | 
on and ejection. 12.44.» s. Mic, | 
3. 6,7; Matth.12.28,29. 1 Ioh | 
3.8.Acts 16.18. i 
2 The principall Efficient | 
Ota Witch is the Devill , who | 
indeed is the father of all fuch; 
and they his chiefely begotten | 
waudren, I meane it not by | 
Vee . Way | 


$ 
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Y way of Incubus; which I can- 
l not believe to be other then 
l| the height of all phantafticall 
4 _Delufions,though the Patrons - 
l of it never fo. earneftly in- 
& ftance in thofe hairy ones, or 
li fhagey ones, ( for fo the word 
f founds being either way pro- 
A nounced ) Lev.17.7.1fa.13.21. 
|| By which are to bee under- 
i ftood not devills Brats, but 
i Devills themfelves that ap- 
M peared to Witches in fuch 
j| thapes when they worfhipped 

them: Orin theFawnes, Sa- 
jy tyrsSylvanesorSyrens, that | 
jj the Poets fing of: Or in the - 
ý Legendary Stories of our | 
ø Merlin or their Magdalen: Or 
|j in the Plebeian-traditions of 
8e D Fairies, [ 
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Fairies, Elfes, and Change: 
lings: Oran the old or latter 
Storiesof fuch like Indian ra; 
ces, All thefe are not enough 
to move my beliefe ; and fo 
much theletie , bécaufe they 
have impudently blafpheme 

Divum Lutherum, to be one 
of this brood. But when,I fay; 
the Devill is the. Father of 


the feduGion of finne, nota 
hy production.of nature. Yét 
Tgrant them his Children bya 
more fpeciall and mutualla 
doption and of all others molt 
.., bearing his Image and fimilr 

 tude. And thushe goes -e 
er | I5] 


Concerning Witenes, @c. Sy * 
| hisworkein their forming & 
! framing. All Witchcrafts for 
| their Originall, Invention, O- 
| peration, and ufe, being pri- 
| marily in the Devill ( as the 
! Iflues of hisdepraved know- 
1 ledge) onely he perceives that 
| hee wants fit inftruments for 
| their execution. And there. 
| forefindinga faithlcfle heart, 
| afroward nature, a feeble Sex, 
| an IMpotentage, an illiterate 
| Education,a melancholy còn- 
| ftitation , anda difcontented 
| condition syhee now-workes 
| further. ¢ and for his {peciall 
| purpefe) to- blinde the un- 
 derftanding. more and more, 
 todeprave the will, to inordi-- 
nate the affections, to perturb 


p $e - — Cafes of Confcience 
. the páaffions, to pofleffe the. 
interiour and delude the este. 
 rmouríenfes : and fo infüfing. 
execrable fuggeftions, of mur: 
muring againft God , and de 
fire of Revenge againft Man; 
he thus though not abfolutely 
inforces them, yet efficacioul- 
ly inclines them to become 
. Witches. And it is further to 
be obferved , that the: fitteft 
fubje& or matter for him here 
to worke upon, are women 
. commonly + And therefore. 
.. Gin Hebrew) a Witch is for 
_ the moft part rendred in the 
Foeminine gender ; and there. 
are many proverbs like that of 
. the Rabines, More women, 
more Witches, The reafon 
EL. hereof 
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credulity , inconftancy, &c. 
fting, or fecure of their Sexes 


1- Exemption or lefle difpofiti- 


Aftrologers, Manaffehs Wiz- 


Prod - D3: Cates 


Concerning Witches, dc. $3. | 
hereof is rendred varioufly, 
from the Sexes Infirmity, Ig- 
norance, Impotence of pafii- 
ons and Affections melancho- 
ly, folitarineffe, timoroufneffe, 


But let not the Male bee boa- 


on. Forwee read of Pharaohs 
Magitians, Nebuchadnezzar's 


zards, of Balaam, Simon Ma- 
gus, Elymas the Sorcerer, &c. | 
As. well: as of Jezabel, the] 
Witch of Endor, the Pytho- 
nifie, &c. And thofe the more{ 
notorious and malignantly o-) 
perative Witches ofthe two.. | 
-1. Themoving or provoking | 


Leg «Cafes of Confcieme 7 
É  Caufes, are divers fins, that 
' more eminently difpofe to 
 -witcheraft:fuch as are, 1. Ido. - 
latry ; therefore are thefe two 
- (Idolatry & witchcraft) con- | 
.. joinedfo frequently,Lev.20.5, 
6. 2 King. 21. 5, 6. and 22,24. 
7Gal. 5.20. 2. Superílitionsasts 
faidbefore. 3. Swearing , and. 

blafpheming, Mal.3.5. 2 Thef. | 
4.9. 4. Imprecation or curfing, - 
and therefore to curfe, 15 as | 
‘muchasto bewitch, Num. 22. 
6. 5. Inordinate vagrant lufts, 
2 Kings 9. 22. Nahum 3.4. 
-6. Curiofity , this makesthe 
, je Witch, Acts19.19. 
7. Envy, hatred, malice, defire - 


if. ofrevenge, Gal. 5.20. 8. De 
JM  Praved and indulged Melan- © 
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B Concerning Witches cc. 55- 
M choly; which notably difpo- 
« fes the matter tothe introdu- 
l| cingoffüch a forme,ía.13.23. 
| &c34.13,14. 9. Covetoufnefs, 
l| poverty, &c. Mic. 3. 11. Nah. 
m 3.4. That allthefeare provo- 
|; Cations to Witchcraft , wee 
m have it abutidantly in ftory, e- 
y ven from Witches owhe Con- 
ii fellions. And this ufe are wee 
uf toMake of it,that as we would 
not bee given over tö Witch- 


e éfaft : fo fhould weenot ee 


" eürfelves over to thofe finnes | 
| that fo proximately difpofe & | 
» méline tis thereunto. | 
, 4 The formal caufe of a 
‘Witch, isthe Covenant, Com- } 
pact, Contract, Confoederati- 
.. 6n, Lengue, focietie, familia-/ 
| D 4 rity 


6  . Cafes of Con{cience ` 
rty with the Devill. Which 
hidden myftery of iniquitie is 
_ more generally confented to, 
thatitis; then exactly difclo- 
fed what it is. Allare ready to 
take the-Witches Compa& 
for granted , yet few (for 
ought I fee) .can well tell us 
whatit is, Nay the Learnedft, 
are readyer to diftinguifh it, 
then to defineit, So that 
hereupon it hath been fome- 
What diffented ; ‘and. that 
‘Moreover in regard of Satans 
prefüeious delufion herein; 
ludibrious convention , pto- 
digioüs profeffion , impious 
ftipulation, perfidious inten-- 
if ^ Hen, ridiculous obfignation, 
|j) | *&e And(nvery truth) but | 
| ESOS to 


Pad or League ( bri to 


‘Convention for fuch a fo- 


- fome great Holy day, or chief/ 
 Fefüvall, they meete in fome] 


Concerning Witches e. — $7 | 
to! Difcuíle this faid folemn 


probabilitie or poffibilitie ) as 
itismeerely related touching 
the formality or folemnity af 
of it: were enough to fettle 
a judicious mans faith upon 
thevanity ofit: ifnot upon 
thenullity altogether.For thus 
Fryarly Authors, together 
with the Tradition of the 
vulgar, make it up like a Fale 
or Legend, viz. How that the ) 


lemne Initiation being pru- 
clamed (by fome Herald Imp) { 
to fome others of the Con = 

deration ; on the Lords ose | 


D 5 - Churck 


58 Cafes of Con{cience | 
Church neerthe Font, or high | 
Altar, & that either very Ear. | 
ly, before the Confecrated bd ' 
hath tolld, or the leaít fprink- 
lingof holy water; or elfeve. 
b. late after all fervices ‘are | 
» paftandover. Where the par 
ty in fome Vefture for that 
purpofe,is prefented, by fome | 
‘Confederate or familiar,tothe | 
Prince of Devills 5 (itting now 
ina Throne of Infernall Maje- | 
fty, appearing in the form ofa | 
Man ( only labouring to hide 
his cloven foote) To whom | 
(after often bowing, andhe | 
mage done in kiffing his backe | 
parts) a petition is prefented | 

. . tobereceived unto his A floc | 
ation and prote&ion;And je | 


~ 
^ 


=. 


A BO 


mame; anda new name is alfo: 


. adult, as to promife and vow 
- forthemfelves. But above all, { 


—S S258 idi hM ER e EA L 


. chihgithofe places of the Fore- 


¢ braid wpen one or other part | 


d Concerning Witches, ec. of 
{ifthe Witch bee outwardly 
Chriftian) Paptiíme muft bée 
-xXenouncedsand the Party muft | 
be Re-baptized. in the Devills 


dmpofed by him:and here muft ' 
be God-fathers too, for the | 
Devilltakes them not to befo | 


he is very bufie with his lone | 
ndylés, in feraping and ferat- 


head, where the figne of the | 
Crofle was made, or where the 
Chrifme was laid. In ftead of \ 
both which, he himfelfe ii- ( 
preíles or inures the arkeof ) 
the Beatty ithe Devills Flefh- ( 


of | 
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6o  . Cafes of Confcience 
-ofthe Body: and teaches them 
to make an oyle or oyntment, 
oflive Infants ftoln out of the 
Cradle ( before they be figned 
» with thefign ofthe Crofle) or 
* dead ones ftolne out of their 
Graves, the which they areto 
boyletoa Jelly:and then drin- 
 "kingone part, and befmearing 
themfelves with another, they 
forthwith feel themf{elves im- 
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. but bee turned into Impesat 


62 "Cafes of Confcience 
no&turnall Conventicles, Sab. 
baths, Sacrifices. "To takehim. 
fortheir God, worfhip, in. 
voke, obey him, &c. Tode. 
votetheir Children to him, & 
to labour allthey may to bring 
others into the fame Confe 
deracy. "Then the Devill for 
his part promifes to be always 
prefent with them, to ferve | 
themat their beck. ‘That they 
{hall have their wills upon a- 
ny Body, that they fhal! have 
what riches, honours, plea 
fures they can imagine. And 
ifany be fo wary as to thinke 
oftheir future Being, he tells 
them they fhall be Principali 
ties ruling in the Aire; or fhall 


wort. 


_ worft.: Then hee preachesto | 
` them to be mindefullo£ their] 
Covenant, and not to faile 
their Enemies. ‘Then ‘heeomt 
mendsto them (for thefe pür- 
-3noufe, rat, wealle, &c. After 


anarmes, dance, feaft& bane | 


 hemarriesthem ere they part. 
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to revenge themfelves upon 


pofes) an Impe,or Familiar in | 
the fhape of a Dogge, Cat, 


thisthey fhake hands,embrace 


quet, according as the Devil | 
hath provided tn Imitation of | 
the Supper. Nay , oft times | 


eitherto himfelfe, ortheir Fa. | 
miliar, or to one another, and ) | 
that by the Book of Common | | 
prayer ( as a pretender to ) 

witchfinding lately told mein 
0 jris thef 


64 Cafes of Confcience 
me iri the Audience of many.) 
After this they part, till the. 
next great conventicle or Sab. 
bath of theirs, wch is to meet 
thrice ina year, conveyed as 
Íwiftas the winds from remo. 
teft places ofthe Earth, where 
the moft notorious of them 
meet to redintegrate their Co- fh 
venant,& give accoüt of their f 
Improvement. Where they ff 
thathave dore the moft exe 
crable mifchiefe, and can brag 
ofit, makemoít merry with | 
the Devill, and they that have 
beenindiligent, & lave done 
but petty fervices in com pari- 
{on ar ejeered and derided by 
. the Devill and all the reftof . 
the company. And fuchasare - 
B5 abfent,.: 


Concerning Witches, Oc. 65 
abfent, and haveno care to be 
affoygned , are amerced to 
| this penalty, fo to be beaten 
on the palms of their feete, to 
! be whipt with iron rods, to be 
| pincht and fuckt by their Fa- 
* miliars till their heart blood 
Y come, till they repent them of 
0 their [loath and promife more 
W attendance and diligence for 
i! thefuture. Thus you fee what 
& wearelikely to attainto,;:.by | 
bi fearching too precifely into 
y! Diabolicall folemnities:5 a- | 
| mongft {fome probabilities to | 
jy Manifold Impoflibilities;&ab= ) 
pi furdities, among fome truths; | 
ali to manifold fuperftitions. >) | 
di. But laying afide all curiofity |. 
gf Cas indeed not neceffary)in [.—— 
esI fecking ) 


66 —. Cafes of Con{cience 
feekingto informe or refoly 
our felvesof the form or mah. 
ner of this Diabolicall Com. 
pact: weemay with modem. 
tion content our felves , that 
{fome reality isto be concen | 
ved,among{t many pracftign | 
ous Delufions. A fubltantiall 
Covenant, notwithftandigall | 
the: fallacious Ceremonie | 
Though nothing: but Irmipó: | 
 "ftircemtheprincipall'Apent, | 
yetreall Depravation in the | 
rationall Inftrument.Foralbe: 
it this myfticall Leviathad| 
will makeno faithfull Cové | 
mant; Tob. 41.4. nor canbe | 
caule of the irreconcileablé: 
| p) enmity,Gen.3.15. neither will 
| — 1mdeedbeebound tobea e 
| a x 3st vant,” 


Concerning Witches,exc. 67 
| Servant , to bee compelled 
! at the: Witches «command: 
! nevertheleffe to infnare fuch 
| in their fuperftition , may - 

hee fimulate the fame. And 
i afterthe workingof Satan, 
l| with all power and fignes and 
i lying wonders, and deceiva- 
jj blehefle of unrighteoufnefles 
i God may fend them {trong 
fi} Delufions; that: they- tha 
y belerve-alye, 2 Thefs.2/9, 16, 
j| 11. Likewife the Spirit fpea- 
d keth’ exprefly; that in the 
qi latter times fome fhall depart 
yi from the Faith, giving-heed 
ji to feducing Spirits and Dó- | 
jj &rinesof Devills. 1. Tim.4.1. 
i Neither is thereany doubt to | 
j| bee made; but that a Cove- | 
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NN 
, x Teira á 


68 CafesefConfdeme > P 
nant may be made with death, P 
andan Agreement with Hell, f 
Efa.28.15.and that fellowfhip 
may be had with Devill 
themfelves, 1 Cor. 10.20. wee 
know well thatthe Tempter [i 
3s ready to propofe both the m tu 
- Condition and the Reward |l ter 
ofa Compact, Matt.4.o. And | “nd 
wee heard before that one [itl 
name of. Witches isto bee cal: finw 
led Ioyners or- Confociatots » nod, 
fcil. not: onely among them- [fune 
felves,: but. with the Devill [ila 
allo. Befides the Devil is Gods Mii 
Ape, and one that faines to | les 
Amutte him though in con- piii 
Hary, wayes. And therefore Wie 
as God makes a Covenant of [ly 
Orace with his : fo doth the ll 


^ Concerning Witdes c». — 69 
| Devill with his a Covenant of 
| Death. Neither indeed is the 
| univerfall Confeffion of Wit- 
| ches. themfelves (touching 
i fucha compact) to be difre- 
| garded. For who knowes the 
| guilt of their owne Confcien- 
i cesbetter then they them- 
lj felves?and though they tell us 
i of never fo much Delufion, 
| yetcan wee conceive the cor- 
j Tuption that isin it, Nor yet is 
g the confent and experience 
j Ofall Ages to bee rejected: 
" that tells us of fuch Fatts of 
4. Witchcraft, as muft neceffari- 
4 ly be concluded to followthe ( 
jj 'ame. For where any extraor- ( 
4 dinary or wonderous thing | 
43 done 5 and that neither by. 
1. yd the | 
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the owe of God; noriag th 
good: Angels ; nor by th 
power of Nature, nor of Art; 
it muft needs be done by the 
power of the Devill. Andin 
eithertheforce ofa pofleffion, 
orthevertue of fome Parti 
neceflarily to bee füppofed 
which is briefely thusto. b&| 
difcerned. "The. Devill may] 
worke the firft way. upon à 
man againft his will to punifh] 
and torment him : But he] 
‘workes not with. him.,at.hi | 
will, or to ferve him. but tli | 
fecond way alone. I 
. „Sucha Covenant or compat] 
Is unanimoufly delivered by l 
| the Learned, to bee two fold ; |I 
| Explicite, and Implicite.1.Ex- f 
bs plicite p 


"40 . Cafes of Confcience | 
! plicite, or Expreffe; by word] 
|| or writings wherein itis thus 
tually ftipulated; the witch to 
h doe the Devills will; andthe 
i Devill toidoe thewitches wills | 
il anid all this more vifibly ; for- 
d mallyand ceremónially Cón- 
4 firmed. 2. Implicite or more 
y fecret > which is: conceived; | 
)| maybe done divers wayess as | 
|1 firft; by a meer Affent that the 
j Devill fhould doeit/and faith | 
| that he will'daeit.o. Bya Pro- ] 
sy, yelding and affentingto | 
j| '€cérveand ule, Rules: fiene s; [ 
j| nd meanes from-other Wit- | 

ches, without any immediate | 
jj VOW or Conference as. yet. 3. 
|| By ufing füperftitiousTnnova- | 
jj “Ons, or Imprecations; witha | 
E | per- J 
y i: A 


Circles , Ligatures, words, 
. phrafes, Ceremonies, geftures, 


;  fuperftitions inftitutions, bi 


72 Cafes of Con(cience 
perfwafion or Ex pectation of 
their Iffue. 4. By employing 
meanes to thofe purpofes., to 
which God never appointed 
them ,. nor their owne nature 
enclined. them ; and yet confi. 
dent of their Effect. 5. By 
fecking too , and confulting 
with Witches for their. ad- 
vice, helpe , &c. For thereis 
the fame faith and aflent now 
both of the Confulter and the 
Practifer. 6. By aflenting to 
ufefuch meanes and _fignesas 
witches alfo ufe:( viz. Charms, 
Spells, Characters, Figures 


&c.) not well confidering th 


perad- 


N 
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i peradventure períwaded of 

{ome real vertue in them. For 
! even Witches themfelves 
l makecertain Confections (as 
i Broths, oyles,unguents, pow- 
!l ders, &c. ) the vertue whereof 
j they impute not folely to the 
i Devil but partly to thethings 


t th p» 
W^ Now let Witches be Exa- 


1 minedupon thefe two maine 
j| Grounds of their making : 
yand where one is fo become 
gafter an explicite manner of 
j| Covenanting ; more then ten 
nof them are guilty after the 
jImplicite and Invifible wa 

ponely. And there is this Dif 
ference (which would beno- 
pited ) between: them. The Ex. 
Es ER phde 


VU CSW; 
l g Cajes of Confcience l 
plicite Covenanter is the no. - 
torious and audacious; the 
Implicite but a Novice and a 
Baftard in. comparifon. The 
Explicite hath alwayes fome 
vifible or fenfible familiarity; 
fohath not the implicite as 
yet. The Explicite 1s become 
a perpetuall wit@h; the Im- 
plicite may onely be but fo for 
that prefent Act,or time being: 
onely.this isto be feared the 
Implicite being hardned a 
while, may grow to be Expli- 
cite at length. use 
5. Cafe. What are the Signes and 
Markes of a Witch, whereby [uch i 
an one may be rightly di[cere 
~ med, and fo cenjured? i 
Senes of a Witch are cithetn 
true or falfesright or wrong 
| And 


|. Conterning Witches, ec. 7 3 
! And this isa figne that Igno- ) 
! rant and iilmen have prefu- 
i med to judg and cenfüre here, 
| aswell asotherss Nay, in that 
! the received fignesor markes 
! are more falfe then true; more 
* ftrong then right; it isa fiene 
! that fuch kind of men. have 
| beene more forward to cen- 
I fure here then others. Foras 
! the men were, fo were their 
l Markes either more or leffe 
| advifed. Amidft which vare. 
ty, let me here difi tineuifh of 
tome unwarrantable, {ome 
‘ptobable, and fome more in- 
fallible. ' — 
| 1. Some Marks, or Tokens o£ 
| Fryall altogether unwarran- 
j'atable ; as. proceeding from } 
E. E o [dno] 
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Ignorance, humor, fuperttitig, 
fuchare, 1 The old paganith 
fign, the Witches long eyes, » 
‘The Tradition of the witches 
not weeping. 3 The Witches 
making ilfavored faces & mi. 
bling. 4 To burn the thing be. 
witched, &c. (I am loathto 
fpeak out, left I might teach 
thefe in reproving them.) § 
The burning of thethatch of 
the Witches houfe;&c. 6. The 
heating of the horfefhoe, &c. 
7. Thefcalding water, &c. 8. 
The fticking ofknifes acrofle, 
&c. 9 The putting of fuchand 
fuch things under the Threfh- 
hold,and in the Bedftraw, &c 
10 The feiveand the theares, 
&c. 11 Thecafting the Witch 
into the water ch thumbes 
& toes tyed acrofs,&c.1 2. The 


Concerning Witches, ce. = 07V 
n tying of knots,&c. Ifthefe(or| | 
‘the like) be figns, totry and { 
i know a Witch by; certainly it 
i "can beno other Witch but the 
tl fer ofthem. And if it bee ob- 
itle Ced that the expected Effect | 
hath followed hereupon; I an- 
U'Twer, that may be done by the 
ni Devil not for the Witchescon-_ 
|f victions, but to nourifh theo- | 
ili ther in their fuper{titi6. To all | 
jüthefe T cannot but adde one at ) 
dilarge, w^ Thave lately learnt; | 
gy partly frö fomecómunication 
fit had wone ofthe Witchfin- | 
di ders(as they call them) partly: | 
ftom theconfeffion (which? | 
heard of a fufpected &a Com- | — 
jj mitted witch fo handledas the ) 
y faid,& partly as the countrey- Y 
E *3 people \ 


peret | ^" 
78 — . Cafes of Con{cience. ~ | 
peopletalk of it. Having ta.. 
ken the fufpected Witcb, (hee | 
is placed in. the middle ofa 
. room upon a ftool , or Table 
croffelege'd, or in fome other 
uneafie pofture,to which if the 
{ubmits not, fhe is then bound 
with cords, there is fhe watcht 
& kept without meat or fleep 
for the {pace of 24. hours. For 
(they fay) within that. ume 
they fhall fee her Impe come 
and fuck 5 a little hole is like 
wife made in the door for the 
Impe to come in at : and let 
it might come in fome left] 
difcernible fhape , they that] 
watch are taught to beever& 
anon {weeping the room, an 


if they fee any fpiders or d» : 


o. Concerning Witbesjcc. 79 
. tokill them.. And if they can- 
. pot kill them , then they may 
be fure they are her Impes. If 
this betrue, how fhould it 
troubleus, that an invention 
or practife of fo much folly & 
fuperftition fhould arife a 
midft fo clearea light of the 
"Gofpell? But as tothe killing 
oftheImp, let mee further in- 
form them, that ifthe Imp be 
| ofa wafted & condenfed ayr, 
i itcannot be killd, becaufe it 
i never had life: Put if it bee a 
|] very Cat or Dogge, &c. only 
i pofiefled with the Devill, it 
j may be kild: And I have heard 
| a Committed Witch confefle, 
j that the kild onetime her dog, 
¢ another time her Cat (both. f 
Eee POE her] 
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imps)for going out & doing fo 
mp mifchie£ againft her Sl 
2. Some figns probable, yet 
not fo certaine as to ferve for 
the Witches Conviction. Such 
arc, T. Strong and long fufpiti. 
on. 2. Sufpected Anceftors, 3, 
Bare Confeflion. 4. Some Ap. 
pearance of Fact. 5. The corps f 
bleeding upon the Witches] 
touch.6. The teftimony ofthe] 
party bewitched. 7. The fips 
pofed witches unufual bodily f 
snarks.8 T he witches ufual cur f 
fing & banning.9. The witches f 
lewd & naughty kind of life. | 
3. Some more infallible and 
certaine fignes.As.1.Declining f 
Tudicature, or Faltering,faul- f 
ty, unconítant and contrary [| 
Í Anfwers |. 


m- Concerning Witcer, tc. = 810 
dà Anfwerss upon judiciall and} 
th, deliberate examination. 2.) 
ui When by a true examination 
ft (of Faith and Mannrs ) there 
in) are found all ormoft ofthe] 
ghi eaufes fore-fpoken of. viz. 
dw God Deferting, the Devill 
wy invading, particular fins dif-| 
They pofing,and the Compact com- | 
“Wy pleating: 3. The Witches free | 
yd Confelfion, together -with 
Th full. Evidence of the. Fact. | 
i For Confetiion without Fact, | 
suf BAY bea meer delufios; & Fact 

hevil Bow ‘Confeliion, may be: f 
ail p a meer accidét.4. Thelem-: | 
AM able Geftures and demca- 
rt bow of Witches, with Com- 
m , Parable exprefiions of paflions | 
mind affettions;: which -in alt / 
i" buta]. Bs. Witches] 


M 


Cafes of Con{cience 
Witches(of all Times and 
Places.) have been obferved 
and found to be very mudi 
alike. 5. The 'Teftimony of the 
party bewitched, (whether pi 
ning or Dying ) together 


quenting their nightly mee 
ting. 7. Whom other notor-g 
ous Witches have impeached 
to beasill asthemfelves. 8. Itl 
noted for long dif-frequen-f 
ting & neglecting the Church, f 
or Congregation, the wor 

| preached 


. vedthatfuch an one hath al- [ 
lured or inticed others to 


 oppugning the Word, Work, ] 


$8. Dobut marke well the pla- | 


tle (of thus oppofing and per- 
y. Verting they are all there con 


dE Concerning Witches, Ec. 83 f 4 
reached, and Sacrament ad- ). IN. 
miniftred.9.[fit can be pro- |... 


witchcraft. ro. A maligning &| 


and Worthip of God : and 
by any extraordinary figne, 
feeking to pervert and feduce | 
any from it. Deut. r5. 1.2. Mat. | 
24.24. Acts 13.8. 16. 2° Tim.2. | 


2 


ces, and for this very proper- 


cluded to be arrant and abfo- | 


$4 Cafes of Confcience 
(one with another) of the laft 
fort are found ; there (as tou. 
ching the Witch) it may fafe. 
ly be pronounced and prochi- 
med. Where thofe of the fe. 
cond only are ; there may bee 
fome iion or eftimation, 
ZEE — andthat irreprehenfible. But 
MEM  whernonote of Tryal istobe 
"EE found, fave onlythofe of the 
firftfort, there it is egregious 
Calumny, and infamy irrepa- 
rable. We therefore approve 
of the laft, admit of the fe 
cond, but altogether condemn J 

the firft. Yet (as touching the | 
fecond) there is need of fome 
Caution, becaufe it is much 
upon fufpition. ( And all ful- 


pition whatíoever , cannot be 
ma but 
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Concerning Witches. 83 f 
| butunfafeto Confcience, if it ) 
| want the due Caveats) What | 
i Confcience then can here bee { 
i. in common people that are | 
|. carryed away not onely with | 
t - fufpition but fuperftition ? E- 
u very poore and peevith olde 
i Creature (fuch is their Igno- 
i ranceand Uncharitablenefle) | 
i cannot but fall under their | 
u fufpition, nay their infamous 
y €xprobationsevery Accident, 
y (more then ordinary) every ) 
$ difeafe whereof they neither 
y underftand the Caufe, nor are | 
acquainted with the Symp- | 
jj tomes) muftbee fufpected for { 1 
j| Witch-craft. His Cow or his | M 
j| Hog, cannot beftrangely ta- | 
yl ken, but ftraight it muítbee ) 
E UG. reckoned | 


-86. . Cafes of Con{cience 
reckoned and rumored forbe; 
witcht. And now their ill wi] 
tothenext oss das. (illy 
Creature, muit peremptoril 
taxe her ill will ( in the m. 
fenfe) for the only caufe ofall, 
A bare Cafualty, or accidental 
effect ( efpecially ifany thing 
touches them in their owne 
particular) fhall now bee tof 
` thema more fure and certaine fi 
Token of the Witch, then all f 
the marks that Learning and 
Experience fpeakes of befides. ] 
And there's no ftaving them | 
offtheir owne conceited way 
of Tryall, though it bee never | 
fo unwarrantable , never fo | 
unlawfull. And but to advif | 
them to prudence and Confc- | 

| | ence | 
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Concerning Witches éc. $7 f 
l encein fuch a cafe; istobera. | 
| puted and reported, a Patron, 
t 34 Pleader, a Favourer and a 
0. Flefherof Witches. But men 
n that are either confcientious 
i or judicious, will not eafily 
n harbour a fufpition (either in 
l| this or any other thing) unlefs 
fl it bee from fome very fhrewd 
t| fignes, probable reafon, fre- 
jy quent Experience : nor will 
| they lightly admit of any re- 
a port (bee it never fo old, fo } 
j| COmmon’) unleffe it bee alfo | 
y from the well reported. | 


E 


6. Cafe; | 


SEE es OISEAU ema 
"wl —m 


8 Cafes of Con[cience 


6 Cafe. Whether Witch-feeking , of 
Witch-finding be an Art 5 Vocati- 
on, Profefion, Occupation, Office, 
er. Trade of Life, allowable in 4 
„a Chriftian Church or State 2. $ 

PT His Cafe 1s new s becaufe 

{fuch a Profeffion or occu- 
pation hasnot beene heard of 
heretofore. And therfore firice 

I am to venture where the 

path isnot troden, I fhall wil- 

ingly yield to any that can 
fhew mee a directer way to 
truth in this particular ; then 
that which I now propofe.Di- 
ftinguifhing here betwixt the 

Authority, the Art yand the | 

office of Witch-finding, and | 

thereupon thus determining. | 
i. Thatthe Authority (of | 
. Gover | 


Conceruing Witcher, d. 80h 


? Governors in Church andl 
4 State)is(to fuch a purpofeas ) 
| Witch-fearching or Witch- | 
1 finding ) not onely Lawfull, 
- but laudable: not onely war- 
7 rantable, but commendable] 
* withall. In Deut. 18.10. There \ 


n fhallnot be found among you 


! fcil. Gods People,&c. This im- 
ti ports an Authority from God 
li to feck out fuch ; Elfe how 
H! fhould it be knowne, whe- 
il! ther fuch were to bee found 
f amongft them yea orno ; In 
© I Sam. 28.7. Sauls Authority | 
ti injoyning his Servants( Secke | 
t meawoman that hatha Fami. | 
,! liar Spirit )wasnotunwarran- ) 
i table, but his purpofe onely, | 
j| But every way commendable | 
| ERE ses Was ) 


90 Cafes of Con{cience 
was Jofiahs fpying out of fuch,- 
2.King.23.24. as intirely both 


_ proceeding from obedience, 


and tending to Reformation, f 
2. Phat the Art of Witch. f 


finding is very Difficult. t. f 
mBecaufe Satan 1s fubtile, and ff 
. has even here a 100c deluding ] 


Arts, and wayes. 2. Moft men | 
are ignorant of his Stratagems, f 
enterprizes,devices, 3. W itch- | 
craft it felfeis a darke myftery | 
of iniquitie. 4. It is fo particu- | 
lara Depravation, thatit can | 
hardly be gheft at or imagined f 
byany femblance of thofe] 


common feeds of corruptions | 


thatarein Men. 5. Even Wit- | 
ches themfelves are ignorant | 
ofthis their owne Art. c. The | 


Concerning Witches,éc. 91 | 
| true markes of a Witch (or [ 
| mentall Characters) are not ) 
| eafie to be difcerned. P 
| 3: That the office of Witch- ) 
| finding is exceeding doubtful, | 
| Becaufe he that offers to take [ 
| upon him fuch an office, can- È 
| not(Lam afraid to give fatisfa- | 
i Qion to thefe doubts, and the 
| like.r. Though peradventure | 
| heemay have procured fome | 
| Authoritie from men: yet | 
| Whether hebe hereunto called { 
; and inabled by God; 2. Whe- 
i ther he is ableto executeit | 
| With a good confcience voyd 
j Of offence both towards God, 
j and towards men; 3.W hether 
he haveany certaine and infal- 
Sn Rules of Difcerning to 
puru pro- 


RU MEE TS 


92 — Cafes of Confcience 
proceedbys4. W hether(in this 
undertaking )he aim not more 
ata privat Advantage, then at 
the. publick Good > 5. Whe- 
therhe often times ufes-not 
anlawfull and indire& meanes 
*of Difcoverie ; or incourages 
not the Common People to 
ufethe fame? 6 Whether hee 
may not give occafion to De- 
fame Ten that are Innocent; 
before he defcover one thatis 
guilty?7. Whether his Carria- 
ges in this bufinefs,may not be 
a great occafion to augment 
the vulgar Peoples fuperftit" 
ons (and very dangeroufly fu 
perfütious) opinions fufpit- 
ons, traditions, perfwalfionsa" 
fettions, admirations,and Re 
iy | Jattons 


Concerning Witches, dc. 93 Y 
ations > (I propofe this tobe | 
well confidered, becaufe the [ 
Country Peopletalke already, | 
‘and that more frequently, 
x: more affectedly, of the infalli- 
m bleand wonderfull power of | 
ag, the Witchfinders ; then they 
ey doe of God, or Chrift, orthe | 
i Gofpell preached). 8. Whe- { 
D ther peremptorily to pro- 
a nounce before-hand what | 
jjj multitudes of Witches are to 
m befound in every Country of | 
ok England, be not (befides a 
na Wicked Calumny,) an irrepa- | 
fi, table Infamie to the Church of | 
wi England,in caufing the adver- 
jj fries of the Reformed Reli- | 


| glontoblafpheme ? | 
-Befides all this; I require \ 
mes: | full (f 


A 


94 Concerning Witches, eo, 
ful fatisfaction in thefe Doub 
aMo:Forlam not {atisfed: 
thatfuchan office ought tobe 
taken upon them by any pri 
vat perlohs, asa Calling, Pro- 
feflion, occupation or Trad 
of Life. Becaufe, if any Law- 
fulnefle be in fuch a kindof 
Calling; it muft either beas 
ordinary , orasextraordinary 
1. conceive, not as an Ordi 
nary calling, r. Becaufe ordi- 
nary Callings have ordinary 
Principles , Grounds, Preg 
cepts, Rules, Documents, 
Prefcriptions, Directions, Ex- 
amples, Prefidents, Exercifes | 
Practifes, &c. 2. Ordmary] 
Callings have Ordinary Derr 
vations, Propagatious , dd | 
tint- | 
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(| tinuation, &c. 3. Wee worthi- 
| lyconfüte the Papifts, for fet- 
i. tng up the officeor Calling of 
į an Exorcift, as Ordinary and. | 
a eonftant in the Church. Of | 
i whofe Officearetwo maine | 
. Ads; one to difcerne, difco- 
( ver, and defcry the Devill and 
4 the Witch:the other toad- | 
y. jure, charme, expell, remove 
j &c. The former of which 
j'Actsis here confeft 5 and if 
j| any Formes of adjuration bee 
* ufedin the Examination or | 
i| Difcovery, the other is not to | 
y bedenied.. And how wary 
& muft hee bee here in Exami- | 
j Ning, that would take heed 

" of Adjuring? 4. As touching | 
y the ‘fecond Act of - fich an[ 
; D Office, ) 


96 Cafes of Con{cience | 
Office; the Scripture plainlyBl 
 denyesan ordinary or fettled 
Calling, faying Theyare Va.§ 
gabonds, that they tooke it 
upon them , and for this caufe 
it is demanded, Who areye?g 
that is, where's your calling orf 
power thus to do? Acts 19.13, 
14,15. And therefore may thei 
ay A& very well be doubted fi 
of. | m 

. 2. Not as Extraordinary. $ 
For 1. The Extraordinarily] 
Called, are raifed and fepara- fi 
ted, immediately, eminently, | 
miraculoufly : 2. And that up- f 
on extraordinary occafions; 45 fi 
when the Church of God 15 | 
thereby extreamely infefted, | 
infected, obfcured , indange- | 


NH Concerning Witches, &c. 97 
‘sed. 3. Such are evermore by 
(| God prepared, gifted, fireng- 
| thened, maintained, perfected. 
| > All that can bee objected to 
I meis; How then would you 
| have Witches found out?! an- 
t fwer, by the power of the Ma- 
 giltracy and Miniftery 5 ap- 
ii pointing and employing (up- 
í on evident and urgent necefii- 
_ ty, as when not only common 
i Reports, but prodigious Facts 
I Cty out) fit perfons to fuch a 
» Purpole. Ifay fit 5 both for 


y 


j two obfcure perfons,A man 


4 With a Woman, &c. But evena { 
{tufficient number, the better | 


ý t0 Examine, Reafon, Debate, 


A: F Difcern, | 


Lc mem cmm t arado enne a Tn v | 
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number and Quality. 1. For ; 
p number, Competent. Not one | 


98 — Cafes of Confcience 
Difcern, Determine; in caf 
_ of particular Refpects, Ends 
fancies, opinions , humours 
Paffions, Attections, &c, 2. Fot 
Quality, meet Perfons for that 
purpote , which ought notte 
be, 1. Ignorant, 2. Profane 3m 
Covetoufnefle. But ought toy 
be, 1. Conícientious, 2. Dik 
creet. 3. Learned.: And Lear 
ned, very learned. 1. In natu 
rall Philofophy,that they mayy 
difcern betwixt things meerlyf 
praftigious, and the Mirableyy 
of Nature, in her occult Qua] 
. lities, Sympathies , Antipe] 
thies, andapt conjunction o 
Actives to Paflives. Through 
Ignorance whereof, a'Coulr} 
try Fellow is ready to cry ê 

| | Witch 


itch, or athing donc in the 
iy  Devills name, if heefee one 
| make iron to walke after 
| him, a by vertue of a 
b Loadítone. Or to create fire 
i ina wide field, though it beby 
force ofa burning glatle, fo he 
t would in ignorant manner 
} think all bewitcht, that his 
a hip fhould ftand 1mmovea- 
ti ble, and nothing to hinder it, 
y ‘but a flender Remora. So 
j| would an Indian,when he fees 
aman from a great Gunnes 
j mouth, fall down dead, more 
then a mile off, 2. In phyfi cke; 
0 judge of Facts and Effects | 
&m Men or Eeafts) whether | 

haturall, preternaturall, &c. | 
p how. apt are ordinary peo- | 
BÉ E pie 3 
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too  - Cafes of Conf cience | 
‘pleto apprehend the ftrangef 
handlings in Extafies, Fren.] 
zies, Lunaries , Lethargies|] 
convulfions, falling ficknelles, 
&c. to bee no other then very] 
Witchcrafts. 3. In Divinity,to ! 
examine the con{cience by the 
Rules ofthe word, & dictates 
of right reafons& to difcern & 
declare how utterly oppofite] 
the diabolicall Covenant 1s, tof 
the Covenant of Grace. 4. Inf 
Law, to declare whoare here [i 
lyable;and how fars& to what f 
kinds or degrees of guilt or pe: f 
nalty. ! | 
Now that fuch as thee] 
( upon due occafion ) are th | 
only requifite and approvable | 


tor fuch a purpofe: and that * | 
aq | yen | 
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| ven theyithemfelves fhall find 
t this undertaking a matter of | 
| no {mal difficultyswill plainly [. 
| appear ifthe principal grotids ) | 
Y ofa Witches difcovery be wel 
| confidered ; which are-either ( 
t from fufpition , confeffion, 
i compact, pra&ife, markes, or 
n imps. As touching 1 fufpition, 
i whether caufelefs, or reafona~ | 
j ble. Or the extent of fufpition } 
‘whether generall or particu- | 
y lar. Or the perfon fufpecting, | 
i whetheridle, or of honeftre- || 
j pute. Or the perfon fufpecteds | 

whether his or her eminent 
y Vertuesor graces, will admit | 
| offuch athing, yea orno? | 
j 2 Confefhon ; How warily | 
j woulditbe confidered ;i£the |... 
f F3 party ) M 


d bae 
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102 "Cafes of Confcienee 
party confefling bee of riel 
mind : and not ciabelicall 
deluded to confef!e not ir 
probabilities only, but tmpof 
fibilitiesifit be not forced bu 
afree confeflion. If Melanch 
ly Humors work not too fond 
and falfe felf-per{wafions. I 
they may not be fome feedso 
fuperftitis difpoing to witch 

craft only 5 whercof the Con 
{cience convicted and diítra-g 
ded, errs confuícdly in appre-B 
hending and acknowledging yt 
all the Completion thereof. B 
3. Compa& ; whether the f 
League or Covenant made] 
with the Devill be Explicite 
andfolemn 5 or Implicite and 
fecret.: If Implicite i: 
bo ther f 


- 
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| theran Implicite pact. ( being 

| puta bare aflét of the mind or 

| wibferve utterly to renounce 

| God & Chrift; &c Andto joyn 

| infull:fociety and familiarity: 
| with the Devil? And whether 
1 all fihs of malice, ire not guilty 
| in fome degree of the like re- 
i. nuntiation and Confederacy. 
| 4.Prachife ; whether no Ma- 
il gicall ;-forcerous Charming, 
j Conjuring, préftigious Acts, | 
» canbe done without a diabo- 

y licall Confoederacie ? whether | 
| every Effect of malefice and | 
j mifchiefe that is immediately } 
j confequentiall to a Curfed | 
j Tongue; betobe cenfured as | 
j & work of direct witchcraft? | 
i” whether of wondrousand dif- | 
md F4 . mal) 


P5223 
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- Cafes of Confcience 
mall Events, fome be notto} 
referred tothe Mirables of n, 
ture; fometocontingencie § 
cafualty; fome to divine judg 
ment, fometo Diabolicall of 
feflion, as well as fometoE 
faícination ? whether the-De 


the devil (as author) may not 
worke {ome particular effects 
of miíchief, againft the Wil & 
Intention of the Inftrument ? 
. 5. Markes, Whether thé ex- 
prefle Character of a Witch 
be Corporall or Mentall;. 
Whether. all. Witches. have: 
Beis ; Cor- f 
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: call Bib. pends ? Whether 


i 

i 

| likein every part , and foto be 
| known by Comparifon? W he- 
| therthe Devill {ets his expres 
; and vifible feale, upon the fm- 
| pliciteand invifible Compatt ? 
| How may it be difcerned be- 
; twixt this Devills body-mark, 
| and any other Corporall Infir- 
| mitie? I have hard i Traditi- 
| onally Fabled of the firange 
i figure, color, noyfomencfie, 
4 bloodlefnefz, [carednefs dead- 
nelle, &c. yet to meeitis no- 
i thing Argumentative. But I 


i Will help them to one which. 


i CItake it) is demonftrative.. 
iz, Ifthe Learned Phyfician 
Bus . Ea can. 


- all Witches Flefh Markes be a- 


LE W 


© Cemerniug Witcbes,ec. ros: 
1 Corporal! Markes, or diaboli-- 


"06 . Cafes of Con[cience. 
M — caníolidly conceive and aver 
. that fucha thing can have no 
naturallcaufe from the Body, 
nor canbe of any [flue orufe 
tothe Rody; then it arguesand 
Demonfirates fomething. in- 
deed. Forthe Devills Brandes 
perth utterly, and are loftto 
any natural! ufe ofthe Body; 
as being impreft and inured to 
{erve for no other purpofe, 
but as Seals to the Devills Sa- 
c€rament alone. Laftly, what 
man (ofnever fo much obfer- 
vation or Experience) can 
with a fafe confcience take his 
oath directly, that fuch Markes 
areimpreft by the Devill, and 
ferve onely for his ufe ? 
—... 6. Imps, whether all Wit- 


ches 


i y 


i 
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cheshave their Imps ot deale) 
with oFamiliars'>? whether a} 


 vifible impe be given upon an 


Invifible Compact ? whether \ 
thefmpe workes atthe Wit- 


th ches, orat the: DevillsCom-] 


mand or Inftigation ? How can | 


| a Familiar or Impebe difcer- 


di. ned, if it never didany thing, } 
di but what ( by nature, or Art ) | 
Ji, aCreature of that fame kind, 
may ftand in a Capacity todo? | 

ili ~ who can flatly ateft w^ a good | 
fs Confcience, that this or that] 
w Dog, Cat, Rat, Moufe, &c.is| 

eli the Witches Import Familiar ?1 

yj  Thefe things being con-| 
ad fidered (with _many, moe al- ) 
 moftiricfoluble fcruples, that | 
ji might pertaine to this feruti- | 


Ó 


xs ny). | 


108 Cafes of Con[cience | 

ny) I fee not but thatl ma 
conclude? Though the A 
thority be commendable, ye 
the Cafeis doubtfull, the wa 
dertaking difficult, the pro 
feffion dangerous, but the 
ufurpation damnable. 


7. Cale. Whether all fuch Feates, 
Trickes,Pranks, and Exploits, as 
Witches are[aid to play 5 be credi- lg 

ble to prudent Chriftiani? 


T he Featesor prankes of 
Witches, are nothing elfe, Bi 
but an applying of unnaturall 
and unapt meanes, andun- 
appointed by God, to bring 
fome ftrange, oddeor infre- 
quent, fome prodigious, ftu- f 
pendous or wondrous things. | 
| | 10 1 


j € gncerning, Witchesserc. 10g 
| tò palle; and prefent them ta 
| theoutward fenfes. Themore. 
| lightand Triviall of themare 
| done by the Witchmaking 5 
| having an Imp(as-an Ape) 
| ready to play fuch tricks ata 

| becke, or a nodde. But the 

more prodigious or ftupen- 

"5 dous are effe&ed meerly by 
j theDevill 5 the witchall the 

. while either in a Rapt; ecíta-- 

i fie, a charmed fleepe, or a 
melancholy Dreame - and the 
l Witches imagination, phanta- ` 
d fie, common fenfe, only delu- 
it ded with what is now done, | 
i} orpretended. 
# < All which Feats might be | 
f referred to the Witches Com- ( 
. pacts; Conventicles, or com-) 
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mon pfaclifes;. And thoy 
Learned, men (that write: 
lumes of this fubject) be muc 
upon them, yet I (thatinten 
butean Abftract ) lift. not +t 
belong upon the Legend o 


bearetoorder them: and hal 
. onely givea Taft of them coni 
fufedly,and oneamongtt ano. 
' ther. They tel us (and theval- li 
gar fecond them with num- Bi 
berles Traditions) of their] 
reading in the moon, al things B 
‘that fhall come to paffe fora $ 
Thoufand Generations. Of] 
their reading by flar-light,. 
what another has writté in his | 
Clofet a. Thoufand miles off | 
Of caufing the -voyces of two" | 
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in Conference tobe mutually- } 
heard although as diftantone: 


from another as the Eaftis.[ | 


‘fromthe Welt. Oftheirbeing ' | 
metamorphofed,or turned in- f 
to Beafts;Bears,Dogs, Wolv e; ] 


Goats; Catts) Hares, &e. of | |] 


their cutting one anothers: 
. heads off and fetting them on: | 
| agains fuffering their Limbs 
| tobe pluckt afunder and knit- 

| tingthé toagain immediatly. | 
| Of their flying in the Airezand | 
| walking inviüble. Of their ri--} 
| ding long and tedious Tour-{ 


neys upon Broomes andDi-| {f 


j ftaffes? and theirfayling over | 
j feasin Eggfhells. Of their car- ) 
| nall:Copulation with:the De- | 
j Villsand what feat Elfes and) 
E. Change-| 


— 
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Changelings of fuch a Coiti. $ 
on; now as bigge as Gyants, 
and anon as little as Pigmeyes, 


_. Of their. Eating up whole 


Fields of Corn or hay, & drin- f 
king up wholerivers in feives,: 

Of prefenting a Curious Ban- 
quet upon the Table; and | 
inviting thereto their Guefts | 
out of FairyLand. Of making 
agarden of delicat flowers to 
{pring upin your Parlour in 
thedead of winter. Of raifing 
Stormes and fhowres out of 
Tubs, turning Streams back- 
wards haling Ships laden a- 
gainft Wind and water, with 
 Haires ortwined Threads, Of 
making a Cock or aFlyeto: 
draw the hugeft Beame. Of 
menl giving 
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! giving Potionsto make pco- 
| plelove or hate as they plea fe. 
! Making the ftrength of youth 
impotent , and dead Bodies 
! viripotent. Of making bodies 
l impenetrable or fhot-free 5 ( 
l annoynting the Weapon, and | 
‘curing the wound, without | 
i the leaft virtuall Contiguityz 
ll And turning all Metalls into | 
! Gold, Drinking offa glafle o£] 
 Clarret, and. make itto fpout| 
fi out ofthe forehead prefently.{ 
j| Shewing you fuch and fuch: 
i Facesin Glaffes &c. Caufing 
j to daunce naked &c. What) 
i fhould I tell of their Feates | 
| wrought by Figures, Chara- | 
i| Gers Spells, Ligatures,Circles, | 
| Miabis Bati pne bois | 
PU, o, | ol 
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of wax-or clay, Cryftalls 
looking-glafles, Rafons of wa 
ters, herbs, powders, unguents 
fawes, knives, pins , needles 


dao 1 
A wife Chriftian and Con: : 
Ícientious wil leave the faith j 
of all or moft of thefe matters Bi 
with the Authors. No prodi- | 
gious Acts (though avouched | 
andattefted by hundreds and 
Thoufands ) muft impofe | 
uponhis Peleife- If they ut-' f 
terly thwart his eternall and | 
infallible Rules of ‘Truth, 
whichare 0 7 DA Y 
1 Tobeleve, that all the S ; 

D. vils 


vills ftupendous A@ions in 


| this kindare praftigious De- 


lafions. T hat is, either meerly 


Delufive, where allelfe isim- 


_ poffible, but the Delufion it 


felferor mixtly deluftve,where 


peradventure amongít fome 
reality of meanes, matter, €- 


. vent,there is nothing but præ- 


ftigioufnefle of Forme, End, 
Effect. [903 RECO FU 

w2. To believenothing ofall | 
thefe, that (in theleaft) dou- f 


_furp or trench upon the divine 
Attributes; omnifcience, om- 


nipotence, &c. For though } 
Devills be intelligential crea- | 


. tures, and of admirable Inge- ? 


. hyand fagacity in comparifon 


| to reafonable Souls ; yet while 


their ) 
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(their Intellect was unobfey. 
ted by their Fall) all their per. 
{picacity never reached to 4 
thadow of Omnifcience:much 
lelle can all their long Experi- 
ence, Obfervation, or Revela- 
tion, now attain to it. And. 
therfore if they forefee of thé. 
felves, or foretel fome kindof. 
Futures ; itis but as they are 
contain‘ in their natural cau.’ 
fes;or difpofitions: And if they 
ghefs atfome fecret intentions 
or affectiós of the heart,it isno: 
more then from certaine out- 
Ward motions. So that wee. 
may well conclude , theyare 
ignorant, and errein very ma- 
ny things; whereof the Am- 
biguity of their propsstaon 
C o HE gn 
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| and predi&tions,area fufficient 
| -Confeffion. 5 

| Likewife,though Devils be 
! called Principalitiesand pow- 
! ers, & that no power on earth 
i may be compared to themsyet 
l ‘was all their power(ere debili- 
tated by their fall ) ofno force 
lato that power that belongeth 
j| unto God; Wonders they may 
u worke, but thofe lying ones, - 
b Deut.3.2. Mat. 24.24. 2 Thef. 
il 2.9. And yet not thofe, but as | 
il permitted by God, not Impe- } 


i dited by Angels, and having 
4 thematter hereunto fomwhat . 


jJ predifpofed. And even then 
y itis (forthe moft part) prafti- 


(| 


| gious too. Tlluding humane V f 
W fenfes, abufing theirFancies, { 1 


MATT 
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and ( which is worfe) decej 
ving their hearts. Their ur 
moft is but to produce phan 
- taímaticall or falfe fpecies o 
things ; and if any thing beg 
now verily done, it isbutbyl 
applying Actives to Paflives $ 
which if wee were as cunningly 
in as they ; we might alfo dodi 
without them, and need never 
be beholding to them. Put asi 
for Miracles (of a true namef 
and thing) they are as ftrangeli 
and asadmirable tothem, as] 
theyare to us. And indeede] 
neither forthem , norus, nork 
- for Angells to do, but for God] 
alone, Píal.72.18. He only can] 
Work miracles, to whomno- | 
thing isa Miracle. And it were | 
eale 


JP SNS LOO OE et exe] 
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| eafie (were it not toolong) to 


diftinguith betwixt divine 
| Miracles, and Diabolical Pro- 
| digies; both from the dignity 
| and vertue of the doere ; the 
| Quality, Excellency of the 
| thing done, with the admira- 
| bleand advantagious manner 
| and end of doing. - | 
I 3. To believe nothing of | 
i thefe, that (being granted ) 
| muft of neceflity work the u- 
| niverfall diforder and confufi- 
i.onofnature, For though the 
| Devill may haply bee ableto | 
i perturbe fome particular 

| courfeof Nature: yet (Devils 


| themfélves being part of the 

| Univerfe) have no power to | 
4 Worke tothe Confufion and 
E deftruction 


a 


p 
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defirudion ofthe whole | 
. 4. To beleeve nothinp orbi 
them, that utterly impugn the 
dictates of right Reéafon, Fol 
that would direétly imply fi 
contradictions ; and then im. 
poflibilities are neceffarily tof 
be concluded. t 
5. Not to beleeve any thing | 
of thefe, contrary to theinfal- f 
lible Rules of Gods word. For | 
what Faith can bee of thofe 
things, that crofíe the grounds | 
of Faith ? Againft which eter- | 
nall Rules of truth ( whether | 
of precept, prorife, or pra- | 
ctife) Devills and men , mall | 
their Operations or Teltimo- 
mies muft needes bee found | 
Lyars. 


5, Nothing 


- "Concerning Witches, ee. 12x d 
| é Nothing muft be believed [ 
| ofallthefejas tending to truth } 
| or to God. For the Devill 1s | 
| falfe, andcan {peak no trueth, } 
| but to deceive 5 and the Devil | 
| isnaught, and will do nothing 1 
V liketo Good, but to hurtand | 
Lendamage fo much the more. 
j^ Cafe. Whether the power of a 
"c Witch be fuch as is ordinarily {up 
0 poled 2 
"u we would be leddeby the 
„terrible Traditions, Opini. 
Ss and apprehenfions of the 
d Vulgar 5 they are moftly rea- f 
v cyto imagine , the power of [ 
m Witchitobe morelike the) 
{rower ofa Devill, then ofa} 
A T ! Itch: and fo, the power ofa) 
ub. vill tobé morelikethe po-| 
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wet ofa God, then of a Devil, 
And are eftfoones affrayd of 
the power of the Devill, more 
then of Gop : And of the 
WITCH, morethen ofthe 
DEVILLE : yea and (oütof. 
that fedre) are readyertoferve. 
and pleafe the Devill andthe 
Witch,then God himfelfe 
But tobe better informed, let 
us here inquire, asd] 

- zx, Whence have» Witché 
all their -poiwer.? Andy, 
fitft, Not of Gad: For thists 
it chiefely that makes che; AM 
tobe: forcerous arid: prodig*| 
ous, that the wounder/s 
wrought, but nat by the pow 
etof God. Yet I ve | ; (ri | 
ibi ‘power ; of.tbeirs ie 


Concerning Witcies, tre. x123 
| lveritis)1s not. from: God, 


| For thé:evil Spirit was from 
| theLotrd, that troubled & ter- 
| sified Saul. -2 Sam.16.14. Nei- 
| thérdid Satanitouch Iob, (bo- 
| dy'orgoods ) but as God gave 
| “i cam and againé into his 
| hahdsz/Iob.r.and 2; Nor had 
| allthe Devills power to enter 
| imtoor itifeft the fwine, but as 
- €hrift'was pleafed to permitt. | 
| Mar..s.12. whenceLconclude ) 
| that God. hath éven herealfo | 
| working power » viz. o£ pert 
l miffioh, Limitation, Direi- 
| on; yea & of Cooperation; and 
yet all this withotit the leaft 
| approbation of the power | 
| bufed by the: Devill or the 
| Witches, Not from good An- 


1 forbear. Í aBa gol Aw 
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gells. For good Angells:and 
Witches never worke! one f 
with another: Becaufe Witch- I 
es work by vertue. ofa Com: 
pact, to adore the Power that | 
they work by+:and thatothe | 
Good Angells can inno wife 
indure. R evel.19.10. Neither | 
(though they may be Ipftru- | 
ments of Gods juft judge | 
ments) can they be affiftant to | 
the malice and iniquity of the | 
Greature, Neither yet will the 
. Excellency: and Ingenuity ot | 
good Angels , fuffer themto | 
condefcend (upon any tearm | 
between them) or diflemblea | 
being boundat a vile wretches | 
beck. How much deceived | 
then (through Satans tran* | 
E 9 cre ua" fange 


ig 
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| formation ofhimfelf)arethofe | 

| Witches that have imagined 
l ¢heit Familiars to beno other 
| then good Angels?3.Not from 
| Nature. Forthey takeher un- ). M. 
| apteft meanssandapplythem | If. 
| tothe wrongeft ends. 4. Not ) i 
| from Art, or Science. Becaufe | 
| they are indeed; ignorant ofall | 
i fuch grounds and principles; | 
| ‘rules & reafons. 5. Al their po- 
| "wer therefore muft needes bee | 
| from the devil only 5 who con- | 
| veysunto them, what powers ( 
| permitted himin that particu- 
| Jars byvertue ofa curfed Con- | 
| trad. or confederation. In the ) 
| execution wherof, he humfelfe | 
| neverthele’s is the fole agent s ) 
i and they but the wretched In- | 
E G3 ftruments.f 
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126 Cafes of Confcience ` 
Inftruments. For (as the He 
brew hath it ofthe Witcho 
Endor, r Sam. 28. 7. and ii 
plainly rendred, Nahum 344) 
though they feeme Ladiesand 
Miftreffes of their Arts & ads li 
yet are they indeed but Satans 
meer flaves and Vaflals. Com-Bi 
manding openly that power 
as if they were fuperiour to] 
him and yet fecretly invoking 
it, asinferior. And fothe Def 
vill feemes as if hee were now] 
compelled to obey ; when heef 


| cunningly diffembles it , forf 


his own ends.’ Only heis wil-f 
ling to have this power both] 
to be challenged by them, and J 
imputed to them : that fo hee | 
may transfer upon thent, thé | 
eet ". Er] guilt, | 


| > Concerning Witches dc. 127 = 
i guilt, and hatred, of all thofe } 
| Mifchiefs & Malignities, both | 
| beforeGod;and men. .— - 
| 2; After what manner doe | 
' they ufe to exercife their po- 
_ wer of bewitching?Sometimes { 
|. they practife their power witit| 
| more Formality 5 fometimes 
i| with leffe. Now ona fodain & ) 
it allatonce ; now by trmes and 
| degrees. Some by themfelves, ) 
i fomewiththeir fellow Witch» | 
j| &s. Sometimesafter this man- ( 
@, ner, and by thefe means:fome- | 
j| times by the clean contrary.As | 
j| witneffes ( what from confef- 
j fion,and Tradition) their fun- | 
y dry bewitching places, Sea- | 
4 fons, Veftures, Geftures, Po- | 
jj. ftures, Spells, Characters, Lt ( 
| DUENE GA gatures, ) 


A" 


128 Cafes of Con[cience 


P Signes Images, Con. 
ections, herbs,unguets,meats, | 
drinkes, powders, boylings 
broylings, {caldings, burnings, 
buryings, &c. Indeed , what | 
Act or Inftrument of Man, can 
be named ; that hasnot been, 
or may not be, forcerouflya- 
bufed > Let me inftance more 
exprefly in a few particulars, | 
3. Some worke their bewitch- | 
ings only by way of Invocati- 

on,or Imprecation. They vif | 
at, or will its and fo it falls out. 

2.Some by way of Emiffary;| 
fending out their Imps, or Fa- 
miliars, to crofle the way, JU | 
{tle, affront, flafh in the Face, | 
barke , howle, bite, fcratch, 
er otherwife infelt. 3. E 
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| byInfpe&ing, orlooking om]. 8. 
| butto glare, oríquint, or peep | 
| at with an envious and evill [ 
| eye, is fufficient to effaicinate. ) 
= (Efpecially Infants & women | 
b- ith Child.) 4. Some bya de- | 
| mifle hollow muttering orf 
B mumbling,Ifa. 8.19.& 29.4. 5. 

i Someby breathing & blowing | 
T onthe ufuall way ofthe vene- | 
| fick.6.Some by curfing & ban- 
3 pe b Some byblelinganll 
| praiing. 8. Some revenge- 
J fully, by occafion ofill turns. 
j 9. Someingratefully , andby [ 
| occafion of good turnes. 10. 

j Some by leaving fomething 

| of theirs in. your Houfe. 15 | 
j Some by getting fomething | 
[^ SS into their Houle: / 
Je G5  1.$ome | 
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-32. Some have a more fpeciall 
way of working by feverallE. 
lements ; Earth, water, ayre, 
or fire. But who can tellall 
the manner of wayes ofa Wit- 
ches working; thatworks not f 
only darkly and clofely , but 
varioufly & verfatilly, as God [| 
will permit;the Devil can fug- 
geft; orthemalicious Hagde: 
vifeto putin pracife?. |. - 
2. Upon whom do Witches | 
execute their power ? Ifwee | 
can credite what is reportedof | 
the old Pagan Witches; how |, 
they threaten the Gods, the 
Heavens, Sphears, Planets, E- 
 lements, &c. To pull downe | 
:_ the Sun, Moon, and Stars, ane | 
. preferve their Influences ™ 
. Boxes] 


Concerning Witches, c. aga | 


Boxes; to minglealland make) Bh 
a new Chaos, to dry up the f | 
. Seas, and remove Mountains, [ 


&c. Nay and fome of our later 


. Witches are wont to brag ofa | 
_powerthey haveoverthe De- } | 
vill himfelfe, how they can | | 
 compell him, cham him; whip ] | 


him, torment him. And thefe 


are theyithe Papiftsicall Exors | 
. eilts, which wecall Conjurers. } 


Who are faid to differ from o- f 


_ ther kinde of Witches inthis, ] 
that they: can imperioufly | 
command the Devill; &caf 
Whereas others are glad todo | 
- all by Invocation or Intreaty. | 


Indeed Chrift gave his Difci. ) 


i ples an extraordinary power| | 1 
againfthim, Mar.3.15.and16 ] M. 


ud 
BEREIT 
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17. and for any thing that hee 
can do againftus, hathleftus f 
the ordinary means, 1Pet.5.8, || 
9. But I would thefe kinde of 
people could as eafily extricate ff 
themfelves out of the Devills [| 
power:as wee (for Trueths | 
fake)muft vindicate him from 
theirs. And that 1. Becaufea 
Creature that is inferiour by. f 
Nature, cannot (withouta di- 
vine power) compell one that | 
is fuperiour to it. 

2. A pretence to or ufurpa- 
tion ofa Divine poweragain 
him, prevayles not to fubj ed 
him, butinrage him rather, a 
AG.19.13,14,15,16- 5.It15n0t 
likely the Devill would 10- 
ventor deliver any fach ATS | 

whereby 
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oo Concerning Wiese. 1338 | 
. whereby himíelf might verily } . 
bee coartted or conftrained: | _ 
- whois of fuch a pride as can 
indure tobebrought intono | 
fubjection or obedienceswhe- { 
ther to God, or Men. - | 
— But thusmuch isto bebe. | 
leived even by knowing Chri- | 
 ftians. That witches may have | 
-a power fromthe Devill to | 
perturbe all things fublunary. 
And therefore they, and the | 
Devill are not amiffe fayd to 
! move winds; Storms, Tem- | 
| peftsfhowrs, Lightnings,(and | 
i fome fay Thunders ) hayle, | 
I fnow, Frofts, mifts, Foggs, | 
| {mokes, Blaftings, Skathfires, | 
j Earthquakes,Seawracks,Sick- | 
| nefies,Difeafes &c, (Tfpareto | 
Lan fpeake | 
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{peak of their more notorious 
power. over things inanimate, 
vegetables and all brute Crea- 

tures) But as touching Man- 
kind ¢for there's all the {pite 
of the Devill; and the Witch) 
that abufenot the other Crea- 
tures, bùt: in his prejudice 
Conceming ‘fuch, it is cot- 
monly faid, that witches have 
. power over Infants,more then 
the Agedsover Women, more 
then over men; and over wo- 
men with Child, morethen | 
over others. And for,theproof 
weeare put to ftory, Traditi- 
on, and Experience. But the 
Queftion (beft worth deci- 
ding in the whole Cafe )isthis | 
Whether’ Witches haveany 

3 powet 


d 
e 
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power againft faithful & god. 1 | 


ly men: as well as. again the 


Wicked and. profane; Some i 
people are perfwaded; thata 


Witch can have no powerat | 


all againít:a "faithfnll > man. $* 
And:think themfelves armed \ | 
fufficiently to their opinion, 
froma great: Witches owne 


. Confeflion; ‘Numbers, 23.23. 
. Surely thereis no enchantmét 
 againít Iacob, noristhereany 


Divination againft Ifrael. But 
it- would be confidered, that 
the “Hebrew word “figntifies 
(Notice) rather then (nòt a- 


gainft: yyeabut fAy,notagainft 
Jacob; not againft Ifraels Tacob 


and: Ifrael. there: intimate a 


Congregation , nota perfon. 


Thus / 
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Thustherefore it may truly be 
diftinguifhed , & determined; 
That Witches and Sorcerers 
can have no power againit the 
whole Church of God, the 
wholebody of Chrift,but may 
doubtles over this or that par- 
‘ticular perfon 5 though never 
fo pious, never fo ens 
Becaufe fucha fubjection;fol- 
lowes Gods permiffion. And | 
being buta temporall evill | 
no faith or piety hath herean | 
abfolute promife of Exempt | 
on:Satan had his obfeffing po- 
wer even over Iob,a Godly 
mansas well as over Saul,a 
wicked man. Chriftacknow- | 
ledges one fora daughter | 
braham,and withall that e | [ 


... Concerning Witches, cc. — 357 P | 
was troubled with a fpirit € of "Hn 
Infirmity, Luk. 13. Thatis, ant j 
E Infirmity wrought by thè [ 
| meanes ofan evill Spirit. How | 
-eafy were it (but that I refolve | 
| againft all fuch prolixity )to 
| inftance from the Fathers, and 
1 other Authors, of more then 
Hundreds of good and Godly 
men (in all Ages ) not. onely | 
immediatly obíeffed by the 

Devillbut by his evill Inftru- 
ments, moft ftran gely and ter- 
| nbly Bewistcht: > Befides Ex- | 
amples and experience, there 
| isreafon alfo to eftablith this 
| fora Truth, 1. Becaufe Cor- 
poral bewitching i is (as T faid) 
| but an outward fuftering ;a- 
i| pes which not the beft Saint 


hath 


338 .. Cafes of Confcience | 
hath any Ground to pleadan | 
abíolute priviledg. 2. Oneof 
themaine Reafons of God® 
permiffion'of Watches were 
thuscluded. viz. For the Try. f 
all of the Faith and patience] 
ofthe Saints; which, how] 
could it pefiible be, if they f 
were here Exempted ?. 3. The ff 
Devills hatred . is greatefta] 
gainft Godly men, whom he | 
. labors moft ( by himfelfeand f 
his Inftruments) to difturbe f 
and Diftra&. Yet in this Com- | 
munity of fufferance, is there f 
{ome difference to be. obfer- | 
ved. As thé Godly arebe- f 
Witched in their Pody onely: | 
the Wicked both in body and ' 
foule. The Godly for the E I 
jen ali | 


| “Concerning Witches,@c. 139 i if 
k alloftheir Graces: the Wick- ( 3 
q ed for the puntlhment of | | 
their Sins. The wicked Curfe | 
+ God tohis face: the Godly [ 


v 
ws E 5 


a Tothe Godly, thisis all their} 
ly Hell: tothe Wicked, butas 
i their Hells beginning. ye 
" 


«9. Cafe. How the power and malice of 
` Witches may: be prevented and re= 
7 def with a good Confcience? ^" | 
“F He Popi Scheolemen { 
. ^* not alittle leave our Con- 
j Íciences perplexed, in 'this 
| Queftion of theirs; Whether 
‘tbe lawfull to “remove the | 
M lignes of Witchcraft;to the In- 
| tentthe Effect thereof may 
ceafe? In that they who pro- 


( poled it; are fo divided üpoà 


3t, 
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it, Someofthem makeitan 
AG meritorious , fo to doe: 
Some againe ; an A& Super. 
ftitious. But their Refolution 
on either fide fatisfies not. For 
it cannot bean Act meritori- 
‘ous m any (to difpell or de- 
{troy the figns, means & works. 
ofthe Deyill)but in himalone 
that came into the world for 
that very intent. 1 Tohn.3.8 
Nor is it to be counted foran 
AG fuperftitious, to remove | 
or diflolve any thing, that | 
the Witch hath left or putin | 
any place, for a Signe, Spell, 
Charmeto. bewitch by 5 and. 
that fucha thing removed, 
diflolved, the Witchcraftis 
difappointed and mutt one 


| Concerning Witches. 141 Yo T 
Sobe, it becertainthatthey’ [ f 

_are the fignes or meanes of ) 1 
| witchcraft , and placed there 
! for that very End. And that 
there beenota more diligent 
| fearch to find out the Witches 
| figneorfpell, thento betake 
| toprayersand like duties.And 
» thatthe Effect of fuch ceafing ) 
| bee not hoped or expected | 
| meerly from the Removall of | 
į the thing 5 noras the Confe- 
j quent or Condition of the di- | 
i abolicall Compact. But that it ) 
ti isdonethrough Confidence in | 
¢ God ; and a contempt of all | 
g fuch Sorceries. For if aman | 
@ Were certaine that fuch a thing | 
fi Werea Witches figne or fpell | 
| tobewitch by ; it wouldargue |. 
. DNE —. more ] | 
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morcaffentto the Devils wor: 
kinetofufierat ;. and let ita, 
lone: ; then toremove orde 
ftroyl at. Neither is there any 
doubt tobee made, but that 
Witchbtaft (with all ehe Ap: 
péndiées): may be refiftedand 
removed oby: any: unlaw 
- ytéanes; Which cannot butbe 
Tuch; ifthere be no confulting 
With, coféting to,or expecting 
from the Devill: butaRefe- 
. renceto, confidence in, and 
dependance upon God alone: 
ni Indeed people areihere but 
too fuperftitious , as touchm¢ 
the Fortifying or relieving 
therifelves, iLpafíeover what 
füperftitious! Puemedies- are 
here taught in that ocherRe 
rey ligion’ 


P Cafes of € onfeience 143 | 


| ligion sas thetolling ofabaps | 
| tized bell ; fignine: with thé 
fiene ofthe Crofie, {prinkling 
with holy: water, bleffing of 
Oyle, : Waxe , Candles, Salt; 
Bread, Cheefe,Garments; wea: 
i} pons, &c. carrying aboutfaints 
i| Reliques; with a thoufand fu- 
| perftitious fopperies o£ their 
j| Sxorcifing Trade. I:only fpeak 
i otfuch fuperftitious practifes; 


wsareufed by men of all Reli- 

|| gions. 1, In feeking to a witch; 
j| tobe holpenagainft a: Witch 
| 2 Inufinga certatiy or fappox 
Charme ;againft an uncer= 
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under the Threfhold,in the] 
Bedftraw: and to: befureto 
Aight upon it, burning every} 
.,, "Odd ragge or bone, or feather f 
O that isto be found. 4. In fwes- f 
ring, rayling, threatning, cur- f 
fing, and banning the Witch: f 
. asif this werea right way,to f 
bewitch the Witch. from Be- f 
witching. 5.In Banging and] 
bafting, {cratching & clawing, f 
to draw blood of the witch: f 
an A& not cnely füperftiti- | 
ous, but fo injurioussthatits | 
rathera provocation to the | 
malice of the. witch, then any | 
Fortification againft.it. 6.1 | 
daring and defying the Witch | 
| oa a Carnall fecurity, a | 
)  prelun is temerity: | OS" | 
a pns temerity hovel 
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| believe well (faythey ) have a 
! good heart and. fearenot, and 
i the Witch can have no power 
i over, &c. A good Beliefe will 
|! now arme well indeed : Buta- 
( lafs'that's quite another thing, 
ito this confident Audacity. 
j One isin God , the other m 
| themfelves. One is the Confi- 
dence of a pure heart, the o- 
j ther isthe fecurity of the pro- 
j fane : One keepes within its | 
Own Calling, the other wan- 
j dersout ofit: And fo notonly | 
jtempts God, but the Devill 
too. It is worth theobferving, 
yHow the Devill once ferved 
mem upon fuch a prefuming 
this, Acts ro. 13. and 16. 
| But what fay theyforallthis? f 


146 Cajes of Confcience 
Bold Bayard. once dafht. out] 
the Witches brames. Never | 
tell them 5 they havealwayes] 
obferved that Witches leaft] 
hurt them, that worít ufa] 
them) 5-and they that are left] 
affraid of them, {till fare beft] 
by them. Oh ! how the Devilf 
diffetibles a feare ofthofemen] 
whole Cafes are moft to-bee] 
feared ? how:hee fparesthem] 
'Temporally, that he màynet] 
{pare them fpiritually and ef 
 temally? what cares heforbe-} 
-  iwitehing their Bodies, when} 
hee has thus bewitched thet} 
better parts; theirfoules? | 
-'Fhus:baving removed a) 
falfe means; Though weéhete| 
approveofno kind of wo | 
4 ; 2| 


*— Concerning Witches, dc. 147 
| fing, much leffe admit it asan 
| ordinary calling in the Church 
| of Chrift 5 yet we freely pro- 
fefle, that God hath not here 
left hischurch deftitute of fuf- 
| ficient-and lawfull Remedies, 
| whether Prefervative or Re- 
| ftorative, Andthefebe 51. A 
i Confcionable care againft fin, 
theold Witch ofall. That did 
i| Effafcinate our firít Parents, 
andus in their loyns: but fince 
hath dire&ly bewitched us, 
I! bethin our profeffions, Cal.2. 
jy tas alfo in our Converfati- f 
Ons, 1 Sam; 15.23. That hath ) 
Made us make a Covenant | 
With: Death, and an Agree- | 
Ment with Hell, 1.28. 15.1 
That hath ‘brought us to anf 

pou ^ Ho  Abnega-) ' 
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Abnegation of the facred Tri. f 
nity ; and toa corruption and 
profanation , both of Word 
and Sacraments. ‘That makes 
us beleeve wee are Lordsand 
Ladiesof our own Wils;when 
wee are the only fervile wret- 
ches, led Captive by Satanat 
his Will. au: 
"That rewards onely with 
meer delufions of momentary 
pleafures, to the hazard ofe- 
ternall paines. More eípecially. 
it behoves us to take heedof 
all fach finnes as ( befidesthe 
Devill) more particularly exe 
pefe us.to the Witch, And 
they are, 1. Morofe Cogitatl- 
| ons 5 Forthey tempt God t 
giveus over to vilible um | 

| tios- 


pi 


+ 


| 


il 
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tions. 2. Dire Imprecations ; 


for they want only Gods fay- 
ing Amen unto them. 5. Ty- 


rannous and oppreffive Atti- 


ons; forthey caufe the Lord 


to depart from us, and an evil! 
fpirit from the Lord totrou- 
ble us. 4. Hypocriticall pro- 
.feffions ; For 1f the uncleane- 
- fpirit finde his houfeempty of | 
W all truegraces, and {wept only 
. by an outward R eftraint , of 
. fome more fcandalous and no- 
torious vices: and Garnifhed 
. with fimulated vertues, fuper- 
fluous obfervations, affected 
garbes, and formall fervices : 
' then hee taketh with himfelfe / 
d feven other fpirits, &c. Mattb. | 
12.44,45. And itis tobeno- [ 1 
dug H3. - tea 
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tedhow the Devill has always 
delighted to haunt & frequent | 
Monatteries, Nunneries, and f 
old Abbeys, places of fo much f 
hypocrifie, 5., Superftitious [B 
and profane commumications, | 
efpecially of Devills, Witches; Bi 
and Witch-finders. We have ff 
| fome ftoricsoffuch as by ma- fi 
King thefe their Table-talke, Bi 
‘| have made themfelves the f 
more obnoxious to their infe- 
ftations. It is {trange to tell 
what fuperftitious opinions, 
affections, relations, are gene- 
rallyrifen amongft us, fince the 
Witch-finders came into the 
Countrey. And I pray God 
ig = that thefe things doe not dif- 
Hany  pofeGcexpofeus to Witches, 
T : x rather 
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| rather then help to ridde us of | iS 


(^5, Next’ to a cate aganit p |. 


| fins,isan endeavour after gra- 
u ces, And thofe r. Faith, for 
t that makes every way {trong | 
à torefiftthe Devill, 1 Pet. 5.2, | 
i 9. 2.Purityof heart, for the | 
a unclean fpirit findes noreftin | 
dry places, Mat. 12.42. And to 
1 lethim find noreftin us, isthe ] 
j way not to be molefted by him | 
y ia any kind. 3. Prayerand fa- [ 
j (ting, for thefe are prevalent a- | 
y gamit the worft kind of them, 
Matth. 17. 21. 4. Confidence 
in Chrifts name aud power, | 
word and promifes, Mark.16. | 
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‘7. 5. Frequent reading and | 
meditating upon the holy 
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Scriptures, for ther’s the fword 
of the Spirit,to pierce the head 
of the huge Leviathan: There's 
the voyce of the wife Char. 
mer,to make the deafe Adder, 
and theolde Serpent burftin 
pieces. Search we there, & ap- 
ply wethe fpeciall promifes& 
confolations for our particular 
Cafe, Gen.3.1 5. PL 91. 11, 1, 
13. Joh. 16.33. 1 Joh. 3.8. Mar. 
16.17. R.om.16.20. 1 Cor. 10. 
13. Jam.4.7. 1 Pet. 5.9. But we 
muft take heede of profani 
Scripture names, phrafes, an 

fragments; as Witches them- 
felves do,in their moft execra- | 
blewitchcrafts, Or of fetting | | 


and in-concerning verfes for 
| Charms, | | 


‘they avayleexccedingly in a- 
ny manner of Infirmity, Jam. 


- Angells adminiftration. 8. A | 
- Callings, fo thal the Devil find 


‘us, neither idle, norilloccupi- | 
. ed 5 fo fhall occafion be avoy- | 


of the Devill, and of all his | 
prafteious Arts and Inftru-.] 
ments, Jer. ic. 2. asnot tobee | 
- fecure, fo not to feare, for the 


"Concerning Witches, Ge. 153 E 1 | 
Charms; asthe Papifts doand } $ 
teach. 6. The Prayers of thel 1 
Church or Congregation , for [ 


$ I4, 15.. 7. Lhankfeivingto | 
God for his fpeciall provi- | 
dence; Bleffing and prayfing | 
him for his own protection, & | 


keeping us within our owne 


ded either for him to tempt us, 
orwehim. 9. A juftcontempt } 


H 5 Deviil. | 


> i hasbeen pleafed to appoint | 
: | for | 


|  1$4 Cajes of Con[cience | 
-Devill isafalfe fpirit, & fmiles 
in fayning a yieldance ‘to 4 
fond prefumption : But hee’s4 
proud oné too , and therefore 
cannot be more vekt and trou: 
bled then atá ju(t & true Con- 
tempt, 205^. ut 
10 Cafe. Whether it be Lawfull to em- 
falt with aW itch, upon any occafion? 
AL confulting properly im- 
plies; as if one would now 
be informed by another, of 
what he would know, or Ad- 
vifed what he fhould doe: Ei- 
ther of which are very impro- 
perly fought forat a witches 
hand, that indeed knowsnel- 
ther truth nor right,and in ex- 
prefs oppofition to whomOod. | 


wr" 


| fothis a far better Counfellor 
|. in that Cafe, Efa.8. 19.20. Ne- 
| *meverthelefe, how madly have 
| faperftitious and profane peo- 


| Gen. 41.8. 1Sam. 28.7. 2 King. 


| demnedit, Levi.19.31.and 20. 
| 6.Deu.18.14.And thatthe old 
| Ecclefiafticall Cenfures have 
| been the fame againítall fach 


. €onfultation,as agamft witch- 


| decreed Death tothe Con- 
| fultor equally as to the Witch. 
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ple alwayes runneupon their 
devices. tobe here advifed. 


| 1.2. Dan. 2.2. AlbeitGod hath. ' 
utterly prohibited andcon- 


craft it felfe. And that fome | 
; Civillor Politique Laws have 


| And that it hath been the ) 
Common obfervation of.all 
Loss people 
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People, that none have ever’ 
thriven after fo tempting an- 
Attempt. And that the {ame 
Judgments of God are yet in 
force againft al fuch as hereto. 
fore. 2.King. 1.4. 1 Chron. 10. 
13. i 
Upon thefe many Confide- 
rations I conclude, that. al. 
|. thoug one wayis more dam- 
_nable, yet there is danger in 
Confulting every kind of way. 
Whether out of Curiofitie, or 
for Exploration fake, aswel 

as out of fuperftition. 1. If 
out of Curiofity onely to fee 
andhere,and tel what a witch 

or wizzard can fay or doe. 

(^ Thisis out ofany manscalling | | 
| er Commiffion,and fo fals - 
| Gcr 


Concerning Witchessérc. 157 E F 
y der atempting of God. 2.I£ ) 

|. for Exploration fake, foasto 

| Examine and difcover the [ 

| Witch. Herein (though the } 

| Authority may be granted | 

|. forfafeand good.) yetfpeciall J. 

. heedisto be had, eicher of ad- | 

. juring, or yet ofalluring the 

. Divell or. the Witch. Forto | 
| adjurea Witch , if it be done 

| by wi of humane obteftati- 

| enand [ntreaty,ther is it pal- 

. pable confulting: or i£ 1€ be, 

| done by way of divine At-| 
J teftation ( charging and chal-| 

¢ lenging in the-name of God)\ 

j| what elfeis it then, but that} 

| we call Exorcizing ? And 

¢ likewife to Allure the Witch} 

y todo any Actof Witchcraft, ) 
ae _(through\ 
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158 . Cafes of Con{cience 
(through difguife, diílimula. 
tion, fayre words, promifes, 
or any other pretext ) yea al- 
though itbe with intent to | 
deícry or make difcovery, vet. | 
even thisisto do evill that 
good may come thereof. And 
thereforethe Witch of Endor 
jullly exclaimes againft the 
rir ig and Treachery of 
< füchan Inticement, although 
it might have beene to fuch an 
intent, 1 Sam. 28.9. 12. Now 
then this it is, to enquire 
here over familiarly rhay bee 
toallure: To charge over 
highly is to adjure : but only 
to interrogate Rationally and 
Legally , this is fafely and 
teiently to explore. 


3. But 


je. de 
Y LÀ 
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Ws 3. But the damnable con- 


1 


fultingof allis, if out of Su- 
perftition; tobe informed of 


what is Future, Abfent, Loft; 
| orto bee holpen againft any 
| ftange handling - whatfoe- 


ever. For here is the fame 
Faith that 15 in the Witches 


operation and confederacte ; 
and (atleaft) a mediate af- 
' fenting and joyning foctety 


with theDevill. And a yeel- 


. ding or acknowledging the 


Devill to bee the Author of 


- belpe; which ftandeth in the 
. Name of the Lord our God a- 
. lone. Oh ! that people would 


bee perfwaded of it 5 then 


fhould wenot hearefo many. 


fond Obje&ions, whereby | 


-- 


| 360  Cafesof Confcience ——— | 
they feek to juftifie them. 
felves, and to evade all that | 
can be faid againft them, But 
marke how little all they can 
fay for themíelves availes 
them: we will number their 
Objections, and fet. our An- 
{wer to them , not onely to 
refute, bnt.inftruct them. 

I. [went for my ownefa- 
tisfaction, and at my own haz- 
zard, and what has any body 
to do with it?Y es, the Church 
has to doe with it, and cenfure 
it, as inconfiftent with. her 
communion, 2 Cor;6.15. The 

. State hath to doe with it, and 
punifh it, asenemy to the So- 
ety thereof. For the Diabo- - 

tical! aflociating muft needes 


be. 


Wn 

N eadverfary to the Humane. ) 
il Nay, and every private Chri. | 

y, an y private Chri 

| ftian hathto doe with it, tof 
L complame of the grievous \ 
tit {candall thereof, and require [ 
Xl fatisfaction. | 
Qj . 9, It was nota Witch that | 

nji Twent to, buta Wizzard, a 
m Wifeman, ora Wife woman, 
wit asthey call them. All Witches 
mi arenot ofone kinde: and fe- 
ji verall kindesare not of feve- | 
w verall Natures : neither doth 
i! Variety of degrees varie the 
ht kindes ornatures. Thingsmay | 
li beofthe fame brood or Litter; | 
jj though unlike one anothers | 
j| andevery one not folikethe ) 
i Damme. vds] 
-` 3.It wasneither Witch nor ) 
^ | VVizzard,\ . 
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Wizzard,but a fugling Inipo...] 
ftor. But thou. wenteftas toa 
Witch indeed. The dclufive c. 
vent, excufes not che delyGon 
of thy intention. 

4» I went to none bat à 
good Witch. Who evcr calda 
Witch good,but bad men?and 
if the Devil were called good, 

ould{t thou therefore goeto 
^75. Tmeant no body hurtin 
it. A good meaning will not 
warrant theufe of ill meanes; 
.. 6. It was not I that went, 
butmy wife, childe, fervant. 
Nomore was it Ahaziah, but 
his wife, 2 Kings t. Aske but 
thy confcience, if thy heart 

Wentnot alone with them, n 
ete Das ther 


Cozíciexc 
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qa in the command or con- 


T- medled. with none 


d their witchertes, &c. Thy 


l 
1 


faith or perfwafion to be fa- 
| tisfd and refolv'din the Bufi- 
| neffethou went'ft about, was 
| enough to mingle thee with 
| the Witch in her confederacy.. 
| Nay,thou walt the very caufe 
of that A& of Witchery that | 
| was now practifed for thy | 
| fake.and upon thy oceafion. — ( 
| 8. Tfaw nothing, I found | 
| Bothing but good. All good | 
| istobce fufpected that comes 
í from the Devill, who never | 
| didanything like to good, but. 

| forthegreaterill. ——— — e 
| 9. Y was told nothing but { 


Truth. we 


164 © Cafes of Confcience : 
Truth. The Devill is a Eyal 
of himfelfe , and never told 
‘Truth, but to deceive. Some 
light Truth peradventure,and 
that either forcibly, or againft 
his Wills or fortuitoufly and 
without his knowledge ; or | 
falfely to deceive thee in à f 
greater "Truth, and others 
with greater Lyes. Hee that 
looksto heare Truth from the 
Devil; may foon hear it to his 
lorrow. as did Sanl, 1 Sam. 
28. 10. Ag 
_ to. T went but to fee if E 
might bee inform'd or finde 
What I had loft. What was all 
that loffe, to the loffe of thy 
Credit and Confcience > Nay, 
hot onely loffe of peace with- 
; in 


"m Concerning I itcbesec. 3 6 : 
| in thy felfe, and of R eputati- 
on with wife men : But of R e- 
| port with good men, & of fa- 
- vour with God. What if thou 


thy labour and hopes loft to 
| all the reft. Say thoü didd'ft 
| finde, it comming by the De- 
| villsmeanes,comes with Gods 


l found. | Nays, arid ( in thy 
| fenfe) fhall beloftagaine. For 


- had'ft not found.? then was | 


IE unto?Butthat lam rofalvidto 


166 . Concerning Witches ee, 
be continually the lofer , and 
the Devill the Gainer : where. 
as hadd'ft thou either defpifed 
thy lofle, or defpifed this way | 
of finding it, thy loffe had not 
onely reíted theres but thoy 
hadít beene a great Gainer by 
Gods graceand biefling, 

11. What would you have 
me doe? I could not endure 
to fee the poore ‘Thing; fo 
ftrangely handled, but feek 
out fome remedy for it; and 
nobody could tell what dif- 
eafeit was, all Phyfick would 
doe it no. good, &c.  Becaüfe 
ordinary, meanes failed, was 
God therefore to bee deferted, 
and his greateft enemy addrelt 


fp 


xs of Con[ciente (3167 
k Enolith only in this Epi- 

| fe Teona further woe 
out ig an Ancient Fathers [ 
owne words to one that had - 
- ptocured a Charme tocure his | 
i Child, and objecting , What, 
would ‘you have it periflt >: > 
Yea, letit perifh ; better it pe- 
ith then thou; it temporally, | 
- then thou eternally. What 
i|. fhouldI tellof Chriftiansthat | 
Mi have refüfed to touch, take | 
jj Up,or once remove a Witches } 
bh Charm, Spell, Signes nonot 
i for their owne prefent Cure ? | 
Nay,and of’ very Heathens | 
a that have deridedand rejected | 
mE all pa fémddes? 
M ts ; T diditonely in anhu- | 
go our beeaufeThadamind,or ) 1 
Ec ; Fancy =i 


| tome 
j. 
i 


i 
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Fancy to know mine owne[ 
tate or Fortune, &c. Becaufe | 
this is indeed the Fancy and [ 
Humour of too many : Let f 
them hear what I fay now un- | 
tothem,in fundry confiderati- 
ons. 1. Sodid Saul, and heard 
his deftiny to his utter de- | 
{paire,1 Sam. 28.19,20. 2. All | 

uture things are referved in 


É Gods owne knowledge and 


power 5 and therefore folely 
to bereferred to him. 3. Who 
(of men or Angels) havebeen 
his Counfellors to be ordina- | 
rily acquainted with any füch | 

myfteries? = of 
4. For a man to bee fore- 
acquainted with hisown For- 
tune; though it were expedi- 
ent,. 
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ent, yetisitnotlawfull: And 


things be prefaged to him, and 


i 

i 
| it not expedient. Forif good | 
| 1 
| they falfe; that makes him mi- ( 


1 


A 


| If bad things, and yet falfe, 
| thatmakes him miferableina 
| needleffe feare: If bad things 
{i and true,they make a man mi: 
i ferable in hisowne apprehens 
J fion; before he is fo in him« f 
i felfe. If good thingsand true; ) 
y yetthelong Expectation both | 
jj Ctucifies and takesofftheedpe | 
jj of Delight in their Fruition: | 
_ 5. When did ever any Diabo- | 
jj licall Predictions want their | 
į Ambiguities or Equivocatis | 
j On? For fo fillacioufly de T 
AES I the | f 


M e 


= - m 


though it were lawfull, yet is |. | 


ferable in a fruftrated hope: | - ] 
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the Devillufe to frame his O- 
racles, asthatthey may ftand 
good with either events tothe 
end we may be either way de- 
ceived.and yet he neither way 
thought to déceive. 6. Is there 
any certainty of their fore-tel: 
ling things future, thatareig. | 
norant of what is paft or pre: | 
lent ? or how: can they tell | 
what fhall betide another, that | 
are not aware of what may be- | 
fall themífelves > 7. Have not $ 
thefagerHeathens derided all | 
Aftronomicall, Genethliacall, | 
Phyfiognomicall Prefagesand | 
Predictions ; and are they | 
thingstobe believ’d by Chri- | 
i( — 9. Hethat will sm use | 

ES the | 


. Concerning Witches, ec. = 171 
| 


| the Devill upon kisWord can 
l bardlyhave any tight faith of 
1 God in his Promifes : For cre- 
dulity to. Satan’, is to God- 
ward. infidelity. ‘9. One tliat 
ishereover anxioufly orcuri- 
oufly i ane uifitive, as he hath 
! much of the Infidelity of an 
i * Atheift: fo. nota little-of the 
i Carnality of aw Epicure For 
tisamanifeft Token he both 
i loves;and likewife feares him- 
j  féfetoo muchas Blap S 
j Body and prefent Borago 


T Cae What punifhments are Wits 


ju guy ofsor may juftly be inf 
edon them. 


à 
t 
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f Hat Witchesare odi 
us i wed is the Law- and 
i I 2 fentence 
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fentencéiof Nature , ':Keafori; | 
Policie and Religion. Nature 
(aycsfo,: becaufe they abufe | 
her order : Reafon fays fo; be. | 
- earifethey change her: dictates | 
for, delufión:c Policy fayes fo; | 
becaufethey difturb her peace: 
and Religion fayes fo, becaufe 
they pervert her posirer Hence | 
have proceeded:all chofe bitte? | 
invettives of Héathen.& meer | 
natutall men;all thofe folid ir: | 
vefutatiónsof Learned men & | 
Philofo phetss: allthofefevere | 
- Ediĝs Té Princes and Magi- | 
flrates 5 and'all thofefharpe | 
cenfures of the Church againft 
them. 
Vo! opronoufice ; ‘fent 


thereforsina a "e a Witch, 
(a reall 


ban 


3 m T fanke Witch) i is Wor- a 
, thy ofall pocnalty that can ei- |... 1 
_ therbeinflided or ‘imagined. | 
- Motethen Temporal,Spiritu- \ 


€ oncerning iidne isi 


all ‘and: Eternal! punifhment 
eannot be devifeds and al "e | 


‘are here deferved. nie | 
prm Spiritüall paniken; e- | 


the heavyeft Anathema, | 


| ‘orgreatelt Excommunication, 
. Deiiy8.10. Ezek.12.24. Mic. | 
| EAEN John’ 12.31. 1Cor.10,20. | 
. 2 Cor.6. 14, 15,16. And great ) 
_.#eafon that Witches fhould | 
| firftbe fpiritually or Ecclefia- 


ftically: punifhed ,' 1. Becaufe\ 


‘a m fin 6f4 Witchi is (formally 


Jered’) aimeere fpirituall) 


j ds s, Witches primely abne- 
à m and abjure thé Churches | 


Is — Faith P 1 | 
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Faith and fellowfhip : And 
therefore fhould firft ofall bee 
€aft out oftheir Communion. 
3. Tt i$ Juft Talionto deliver 
fach up to Satan that have al- 
ready given themfelves unto 
him. DIVI! Dyd Jif 
. 2, Temporall. punifhment, 
. Exod.22.18. Levit.20.27. And 
thereafons are, 1. Becaufethe 
Fa& and Effects of witch-craft 
are Externall , and difturbing 
the Civill peace. 2. Witches 
in joyning'Con foederacy with 
the Devill, become ptofeft; E- 
nemies toall true humaneso- 
 €iety,and therefore defetveto 
'becut offfrom it. 3. Theirto, 
Jeration is pernicious both to 
Church and State j. not only 


L. 
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-— 


— E CX 


that they who’ utterly - 
Ec ied: T 


in regard of their Maleficia- | 
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ting mifchiefes , but alfo of | 


Gods judgments, Ifa.47. 9. 12. 


Nahum 3. 4. 2 Kings23. 26. 
Conferrd with 2 King. 21. 6. 
4. Becaufe the longer Witches 
ire fuffered to live, the worfe 


they are, notonelydo more 


mifchiefe to others, but grow 
more wicked within them- 
felves; Humane mercy willne- 


 yeramend them nor the De- 
vil ncverforfake them til they 

fall ander. the Magiftrates | 
hand, andif ever they repent | 
Aisthen;ornotatall. 555 — | | 
. 173. Eternal punifhment,Rew | | 


21.8. and 22.15. And theres |) | 
Keafon for that too. r.t d * | 

eny 
^ 


$ | 
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176 -Cafes of Con[ciense | 
God fhould be utterly denyed 
ofhim. 2. T hat they who give 
themíelves to the Devill; and 
worlhip him 5 fhould goe to f 
him, and receive their reward, | 
: But the maineof the Cafe is 
touching Civill poenalty. And | 
if youask what particular pu: - | 
nifhment is to bee inflicted > | 
The Scripture faith ftoning; 
Levit.20;27. Authors intheir 
Stories likewife-ftore us with 
Lawes pedcs of their 
hanging, heading , burning, 
cci tad ji E -off their 
fkinnes, breaking upon the 
wheel, cafting down headlong 
from fteepe hills and Rockes, 
cutting theirh troats,preffing ; 
racking, beating with ftripes, 
bou. braining, 


d 
$ 


dk 
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| | €mcerminz Witches, me. 72 | 1 
-braining. with: clubbs, banifh- ) _ | 
| ment, imprifonmét,degradati- | 1 
_ on, privation of officejforfeitur | 
| of eftate, &e. "Thus thought Y f. 
| they.no punifhmentenough [ 1 
` for Witches. .All which Tati | 
!. Gions, W itches (abfolute wit- | 
| ches). may be wellworthy of. | 
| ButGod forbid they fhouldbe 
. thus; punifhed for Witches 5 
| thatjindeed. are. no: Witches, 


Foto Innocent blood maybe 


brought upon a Land. Yet 1 


{peak not this, asiffome who 


are Inipoftors only, or but coü- 
. feit Watches (as Juglers, Gyp- 
| fies fortune-tellers,Figure-ca- | 
fiers Wizzards,,Conjurers, | 
. Caleulatersof Nativitics,with | 
Ee I5 cator$ | | 


173 > Cajer of Confcience 

catois, that prefüme'to ‘pre. 
fage what Changes fháll be et 
therin Church or State,fhould f 
beunpunifhed. But that true f 
and reall Witches fhoiuld bee 
truly and really punifhed, to 
true and real intents. And that 
Magiftratesand men in place, 


may wifely and juftly prefetve 
and difcharge a good confon 


ence, and do nootherwile (in © 
this Cafe) then as Jofiah'did, | 
2 King. 23.24. Where note, f. 
His wifedome in difeerning 
They were fpyed out'in tlie 
‘Land: A wid noting perfpe-- 

. Gion, and circumfpetióngand 
that both of themind and fem 

fes. Shewing how botli thein 


ternal ‘and external po P | 


e 
^ ^4 y 
BA gh ne 


Concerning Witches, - 170) | 


| of difeerning fhoóuld beeen.) | 


Miaedians weighing:boththe| | 
i! Abitrufe Mylterie, andmoref | 
w| palpable materiall Circum- 
tk} dtances thereof, 2, HisIntegri-[ 1 
Ayorfincerity.. That hemight/ 1 
perform the words df thé law, | 
lt, &e Lookingat nothing more 
i| then the honour of God; the| 
ih, judtice ofthe Law, the Trueth | 
fi} ofthe Church, and thepedce 
i| of the Common-wealth. But | 1 
i totakeheed of doing (in fach | | 
y| &Cafe)as Saul did, Sam.29, | 
| 3 Who may well be deemed | 
| howto have donéal finifterlys. 

_ Uu Becaufe'if the Inteation of | 
hishearthad been righttocur | 
 &notbcen fo fodn difpofed te, | 


— 


-— T 
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180 s Cafes of Confcience - 
-confult with them. 2; Tt is fur- 
mized hee lookt onely at his 
-owne private fufferance by 

fuch, 1 Sam. 16.14. and not at 


F "the Lawof G o p or publique 


‘good.'3. The Jewith R abbines 

ay that hee did it envioufly, 
‘Becaufe the Diviners alfo 
foretold of his Ejection from 
the Kingdome, and of David; 
klection therunto. And fome- 
thing is obfervable to füch a 
purpofe,in that Samuels death, 
and. the Witches: execution 
are mentioned both together. 
_ Noting hee forbare to execute 


| his‘malice upon them while |l 


+ Sa muel liv'd; Becaufe Samuel 


> CaProphet of the Lord): had f 


E! s alfo foretold the fame. 4.Some 


ee leamed. || 
P. — 
i Op 


learned Proteftantsare of opis) | 
niom that under pretext ofl 1 
"Witches Sas! now flew the [ 


judgment followed, 2Sam.2it; | 


ftoryed Examples of Gop s 


Queries to bee confidered; r 
| Whether all kinds of Witches 


kind of punifhmét? And here- 
| toL anfwer vulgarly: at firlt 
_hearing,God forbid. And doe | 
aa e further ; hit I E i 
RE read | 


‘Concerning Witches,ec. 18 


Gibeonites , for which the 
1; Neither indeed want we the | 


Judgements upon thofe that 
defamed, profecuted, and ex« 
ecuted them. for Witches; that 
indeed were none, | 

Wherefore I make bold to 
propofe here thefe Cautionary 


are to bee punithed with one 


«382. Eales of Con{cience 
read divers Laws cited for di 
 Nersdegrees of Muldts & pæ- 
~ nalties. WheretoI may adde | 
alfo our owne Statute Lawin 1 
that behalf wherin(in my poor 
judgment) feverall kindes and 
meafures of poenalties are well 
.. Enacted againít feveral kinds 
and degrees of Witches. And T 
could with with all my heart, 
that inthe execution it-were | 
but foftrictly obferved ; asin | 
the Law it felfe is wifely pro- 
c5; Whether a Witehistobe f 
punithed.capitally for the Pact 
orfor theF act of witchcraft ? 
I know fome(both Papifts and 
Ww Proteítants) that ar eagerfor 
Mm denouncing upon tlie do 
EN 5055 . loné 


CmeMudege nb 
. Jonë, without any Fa&don&) 1 
— And would have Witches eut| 
off ( asmen kill Serpents) be-[ 
fore they have once ftung or| 


, 


i E any. But Gander cor- | 
tion of better judgments) T) 

- ambold alfo to pronounce my 
opinion. That although the] 
. fneere Pact bee mortall before 
| God :.yet neither the Pact | 
' without the Faét;northe Fact | 
- without the Pact , istobeCa- | 
' pitall beforemen. 1. Not the 
|. Paétwithoutthe Fat. Por fo| 
- itisnotoncly a meer fpirituall | 
finne,a meer finne of thoughts | 
| butmaybeameer Dreameor | 

. Delufion. Neither doTbeleive 
j| there’. waseverin ‘any-ateall | 
` paĝ, without ateall Fatt: ee : 
DENM the \ 
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- theDevill doesnot now Con. 
federate for nothing; nor will 
hee fuffer his | Affociate tobe 
idle. Neither isthe Covenant, 
butfor the Arts fake; nor the 
Att,;but for the Practife. Nej- 
ther yet cana Pact be well fut- . 
pected , or prooved butby 
fomekind of Fact; The Witch 
of Endor ;- 1. Sam. 28. was fò 
Notorioufly: known to. béé.a 
Patted Witch. that SaulsSer- 
vantscould tell him of her;at 
firit fite, and of thé Famili 

ar. Spirit thee had, verf.7, yet 
 doesíhée onely plead againtt 


D) Saul, for: alluring: her tothé 


ia — Fad,;andfo- fubjeGing hento 
ME — the penalty of the Law, vengi 
B) mhich: phinly. declares tiet 
EM ou he 


4, 


RUE 


Concerning Witches, ec. 185 [| 


||. Guilty apprehended their Ob- |. 
l| noxioufnes to the penalty of f 
n| that Law from the FAcr, | 
l| and not from the Pa& alone. 
| 2. Not for the FaG, without ) f 
i| the: Pad. For thenitistobee | 4: 
Bed Cenfuredasthe ] 1 
úl Effect of fome other finne or | 

| Crime, andnot formally of 

u| Witchcraft «A parent (like | 
a| as Witches ufe) curfes “his | 
ty Child, and God fayes Amen | 
j| toit. Hereupom the Child is} 
«| obfeffed. or ftrangely handled 
it (peradven turperifhes, a thing | 
| Of two: common “Example | 
(| But what? muftthe -Parent 
j| hang fortheMalefice? nosandf 1 
why? Becanfe here is énely) 1 


| the Actor pleaded and the | i 


the À | 


ML — 426. Cafesof Confcience 
f =>. theFa&or Effe& without the 
Pads ‘2: | 
-e 3; Whether: the- Implicite 
)]  Compattbe lyable tothelike 
A = poenalty as the Explicite? An 
EM =. Amplicite Covenantis folely in 
thé Faith and affent, now pros 
" digious. Effects may follow 
without any other Familiari- 
ty. And whether Familiarity 
fo far forth.as invifible Faith 
. & Aflent, be Felony , it isnot 
ánmetodetermine. OnlyIde- | 
firétobe fatiffyed what diffe. 
fericeis between this andthe | 
Faith and Affent in every 
deeply malitious finne? For | 
» that likewife Im plicitlymakes | 
i) «= Amalignant Covenant with | 
the Devill.Efa.28.15. Mee - 
Gai. thinkes 


To 7> 
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Concerning „4 itcbet ec. 187 i 
| thinkesthere fhould bee fome Y 
| Differences : made betweene | 
| themsandtbatvery Demon. |. 
| firatively. I-have labored to | 


Excogitate. them, but findeit 


Difficult to fet themforeally | 
- Difparate and. diftinétias 1 
. Would, in Affection, Intention 
Operation. Forto me there 
| appearsin all fomething ofthe 


fame: Corruption... And this 


| vety difficulty tells my Goni 


fcience what'a wary difcer- 


. ning (hould here be for Cen- 
. fureand Peenalty.: Neverthe- 
- leffe Edo not judgthofe, that 


flialliprocéed to judge themi; 


upori a clearer diftinguifhing. 

p. and difcerning. t pe ne | 
_ 01 40W hetherone ndi : 
E3IH : the 


T — 
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485 -Cafes of Confcience 
the fpeculative way’ onely 
ought toincurrethe fame pæ- 
nalty with the operative Wit: 
«ches? Lam not of thofe that | 
contend for the lawfulnefleof ' | 
‘Magical {cience.Recaufe} can. 
motréàch ( in my judgement) 
to conceive, how it can be pre: 
ferved(by fuch as wadetoofar 
dito it)inthe pure Naturalls: 
Buit niuft nceds (what through 
ignorance or Árroganee) bee 
polluted and depravd with 
fome kind. of dehifions diabo: 
Jicall. Notwithftanding doe! 
not reprovethe knowledge of 
thefe things altogether, Left I 
might reprove Mofes and Da- 
niel, Ads 7, 22. Daniel, t7. 
20. Who knew theni fot T 
rit uie 


ko 0" Concerning Witches@e. — 189.) 
- fer perher; Parto | 


„of the underftanding , not to Í } | 


- dffe&t, commend or promote 


 wféleffe) yea and to be cenfus | 
. ted too. But nevertheleffe not 


' Offence to the difturbance of | 


and State, Unlefle la ing! ac 


| Mirables of Nature, their Spe. | 


dete; and refute them : or f 1 
knew them to the perfection ) 4 


the depravationw of the Will: 
Yetdoe! thinke thofe worthy 
tobee reprehended that fhall | 


this ftudie,.CA ftudie as the | 
moft difficult’, fo the moft 


like‘the Operative that have 
hereby wrought mifchiefe or 


peaceandtruth,inthe Church | 


fide all; Scratiny and Cond 


P 


temiplation as touching the 


culation — : | 


190 Éoncerning Witches ec. 
Speculation be of Diabolicall 
Magicke only :in Contempla. 
ting and mufing of (I cannot 
tell what) Compact, Conven- 
ticles, Rites, Sacrifices, Inves 
cations, Conjuratiés, Charms, 
Spells, ‘Characters ; Figures; 
Circles,Barbarifines of words, 
Prodigics of Fact , &c.Admi- [i 
ring, adoring, boafting, com. [f 
mending: teaching, &c, Thefe 
(as. Mafters..and. Profeflors in 
witcherafts) Ithinke worthy 
molt punifhment ofall- 
-o 5) Whether a Paffive witch 
betobe punifhed bythe Law 
-as well as an Active ? How ex- 
treame were it, therforetofaf | 
B) ferfrom menibecaufetheyíuf- || 
B  ferfromtheDevibCan hisex- | 

E US eruciation 


 erutiation bea fufficient Caufe — ) 
| forourExecution?.Iconcewve | 
| the meerly paflive therefore 
| are hereto be exempted. Be- 


Cafes of Con[cience | " a 


caufe though the Devil works 


byithem ; | yet ät: is, without 
| them, yea & oft timesagainft 


4| them. Nevertheleffethe mixt- 


| lypallive , may be.diftingui- 


2d from thoje who are leffe 


m tobe pitied or {pared becaufe 
i| though they may now befom- 
j| What paflive, and theDevill 
_| (asit were) forcing them to 


‘yl malefice or mifchiefes yet they 


y firit were AGive,, and freely 
i gavetheirconfent fotodo. > 

| 6. Whethera Witches own 
"4 Confeffion bee fufficient to 
|, hangher?I cannotfee(inthe [ | 


192 Cafes of Confctence 
maine) buta Witch may bee | 
condemned out of her owne | 
mouth as well as any other | 
Malefactor. For her owne f 
mouth can {peaké her owne | 
guilt beft,: and may not amifle 
betaken fora right difcovery 
of ber own Conícience. Nor 
doth her Sexe any whit inva- 
lidher own teftimonie againft 
er felf. Neverthelefsit would 
be wel confidered whether fhe 
was forced to it, terrified, al- 
lured , or otherwife deluded. 
And withall; if in her owne 
mindand perfect fenfes; [friot 
out of fome Melancholy hu- 
mou: ordifconteniment wor- 
king to fay any thing through 
tedieüfnefle of life ; 1f her Re- 
Donar collection 


Concerning Witches, ec. 093 


fibilities, whereof not a. Cir- 
cumftance tending to fuch a 
matter, can bee made to ap- 
pear. But it matters not much, 
though fhee talke of never fo 
| many monítrousor ridiculous 
i| Delufions or abfurdities, ( for 
j| the Deviils ACtions are now to 
b 
fi Ud 


t ECT m i a lair te Eo — c— lh 


x— 


beíome Reality of depraved. 
Affections, Intentions, or Ef- 


i Verdictin finding fuch or fuch 
i | anne for a witch? Doubtles 


j ever inneor Crimeis punifh- 


‘Jomi 


collection orrecantation may: Y. | 
not ftand with more probabi- ( 
lity if they benot meer impo. 


beadmitted for nolefie) if fo 


fects may beobferved therein... ] 
»7Whetheralury may with. | 
| afafe Conícience giveuptheir | 


| itmay. be done. For. whatfo-: -} 
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194 Cafes of Confcieuee 
- "able before men, isalío Con- 
vincible by men. Otherwife 
all Lawes againft them were 
to no Effect. For the Lawis 
not tobe Executed before the 
Sentence bee pronounced ; 
nor ought that tobe before 
Conviction. Neither is it re- - 
quifite that fo palpable Evi- 
dence for Conviction íhould 
. herecomein, asin other more 
. fenfible matters.It is enough if 
there be but fo much Circum- 
Ítantiall proofeor evidence; 
as the Subftance, matter, and 
Nature offuch an Abfítrufe 
myftery of Iniquitie will well 
admit. But withall T could 
with that thefe Twelve good 
" wacn and True, were not Im- 
pann elled 


Concerning Witches, dre. 108 A F 
‘| pannelled of ordinary Coun- [ 
_| tty People: butofthe moft , 
!! Eminent Phyfitians, Lawyers | 
"and Divines, thata Country 
t| could afford. 
i 8 Whatif there be ne fuch 
^ maine Evidence again{t Wit- 
| chess Are they therefore to be 
Tolerated orto Efcape? Some 
‘are of opinion thata ftrong 
| Prefumption is enough to cut 
[them off : but that werea ftróg 
7! Prefumption indeed; others, | 
P that it is good to hang thé out | 
"| ofthe way however forterror | 
mand Examples fake: A terrible 
tithing indeed,to make them 
| W Examples in the Punifhment | 
@ that are not yet fully found to- 
Mibe Exam ples in the offence. 
B K 2 Others 


A EL Log d. 
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Others would have it done 
andit be but for their repen- 
tance and Converfion. Be- 
- caufe (fay they ) Witches will 
never thinke of Repenting 
till they come to the Gallowes. 
Wereit fo, it were then hap- 
 pyfor the WretchessBut fay it 
were fo, Gods mercy excufes: 
not mans Injuftice, but aggra- 
vatesit. In my mind therefore 
thisis fafeft, and fatiffactory ; 
where God hath denyed man 
full evidence, it is not for mans. 
Tuftice to fall to Execution, of, 
vengeance : Nor is that tobe, 
called Tolleration where Con-. 
viction is wanting, T hisis plain, 
— ànmore fenfible Cafes (asof. 
Murther, Theft &c.) was 
"s $ the 
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. the Law proceeds not (though 
| uponever fo ftrong Prefump- 
| tions) for want of Plenary and 
| particular Evidence; and why 
- mot herefithitisa Matter more 1 
n| occult? And if it remàynes fo © 
| occult, asnotto come within a 
|| Legal conviction; it isa figne 
— God hath referved fuch for his 
| owne Tuftice and Vengeance 
| whichall their devillifh Dark- 
im mneffefhall not beableto elude, 
(| Malac.3. 5.Hee will draw neare 
| totheir ludgment though they 
| think themíelves never fo far 
gi from maps. He willbeafwift | 
| Witnefle againft them, when | 
4 mansis either flow or infuffici- | 
|j ent: fX 
Eel Kiz. Gate. 


Cafes of Con[cience 


12 Cafe. Whether a Witch May re- f 
pentyand fo be faved? 


] know the Churches of old f 


| 198 


have been fo Charitable, asto Wi 
fuppofe their Converfion: and Bi 
to that purpofe, have (in feve- B 
rall Cafes ) propofed their B 
penance. Andlreadin Story 
ofthe Notable Repentance of B 
certaine Pope Witches; with 
the miraculous fignes of their 
falvation. And have heard the 
Tradition, how the Devill has 
been forct to caft up and Can- 
cell fome fuch patting Inden- 
tures, though written with the 
Partyes owne Blood, I will 
conceive withall, that Witch- 
es have as great Caufeas may 
| beto recant them of their bar- 
gain, 


Concerning Witches see 199 | ai 
^t. gaine, and Labour to returne. I 
Becaufe they have madea Co- 
lll venant with one, that (on his 
| .part)never intended to per- | 
"| forme theleaft Tittle promi- f 
bi fed, otherwife then praífügi- J 4 
K^ oufly. They ferve a hard, Ma- | 
i) -fter,that hates them according. | | 
MI. toan irreconcileable Enmity, 
ML 'Gén.3. 15. notwith{tanding 
l| -allthe pretended Familiarity: 
l| ' and not onély fo, but renders 
it) them hatefull bothto God, & 
(| "Men. That infefts their habi- | 
a tation night, & day; torments 
i) them fleeping and waking;ter- 
i -rifesthem with gaftly fights, | 
ii. & hideous founds;makesthem } 
i familiarto themoft loathfome | 
) Creatures," wherein are leat ) 


y | 
Ó K 4 foore- | 


es 


Eales of Con[cience 
footefteps of the "Creator. to 
be. perceived. Haunts them 
continually, to be fill im ploy- | 
Ang their Impsabout one Mif... 
-ehiefe or another : and will not 
fuffer (woulda Witch. be fo 
-good )to. remove the evil] 
done to any one, but by tranf- 
ferringitupon fome other; or. 
elfethreatensto infli& it upon 
themfelves. Keeps them al- 
Wayes poore, leane;naked,dif- 
caled, difcontented; and de- 
-ludes them utterly in their 
moft Imaginary pleafures and 
-Contentments. Ifthey chance 
toftealeany thing after a pro- 
.digious manner, he ftraight- 
| ‘Wayesas. praftigioufly conveys 
At from them againes or ow 
p s 


Ecrcerning Witches, tc. 201) 


* fe&sit that it is nothing ufefull V 
|| tothem. And after once whol- [ 
M ly hisfeckes tobetray them to } 


i|: "Temporall Iuftice, thatío he f 


i| may the fooner get theminto ) 0 


|| his infernall Pofieffionsand | 
il) thisheisthe more eager upon, | 
j| left peradventure having wea- | 
i| ryed themfelves in this way of | 
i) wickednes it mightcome into | 
Ii theirminds to repent themat | | 
i’ length. And thus wehavethe | ; 
k| -Devill alfo fearing theirre- | 1 
J| -pentance;and by that it fhould 
j| feeme there isfome hopes of 
i| them, There would be more 
m hopeif wee could -heare Go 

| promifing and promoving jt. 
g) But God hath üniverfally de- 
| cared himfelfe for their dam- 
B 


nations f |. 


O2 Cafes cf Confcience 
- "nation. Malac.3. 5. Revel.27.8. 
|. and 22.15. And itis fafeft at. 
wayes to judge after his Sen- 
tence. Wherefore though wit- 
ches may have fome {lender 
thoughts and wifhes for falva- 
tion,as had Balaam,Numb.24. 
10. YetT cannot but thinkeit 
arare thing {till for Magitians 
to comeand worfhip Chrift, [i 
Mat.2.1,2. eA TG 
As tothe Cafe therefore; to 

f  Gythatof Witches, Some may 
|! Convert and be faved; fome 
.. €annot Convert, but fhall bee 
Damned. This were to leave 
the Cafeas Indefinite, asI 
t. found it. For leflethen fo can- 
|  Dotbedetermined concerning 
|. "theleaft offins, Give me leave 
4 co E therefore 


| Baptized, Act. 8.13.) Yet nei- | 
! ther X 


Concerning Witches, Oc. 2 


‘|, therefore to declaretheTudge- Y | 
ment of my Confcience both | — 
fomewhat more determinately } 
|- and diftinctly. viz. That the 4 
~Arted Paffive and fimply De- 1 
]uded Witch may repent and | 


be faved:But the folemnly Pa- 


ted, malitioufly Adive, and - | 
| utterly Apoftate Witch nei- 


ther can,nor will, nor fhall. 


"The Arted Witches, Adt.19.13. | 


Converted and fo were faved. ~| 


For the word of God prevai- j 
į ledto that Purpofe. verfi20. 4 . 
| Yea they belevedand fhewed | 
. their. Deeds. verf'18. But $t- 
“mon Magusthough heeufed | 
| the meanes of Salvation Chee. | 


beleeved, wondred and was | 
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‘ther hadhee part nor lot in 


the matter of San&ification or 
‘Salvation, ver. 21. yea,though 
| :the Apoftle. puts a peradven- . 
"ture upon his Repentance, 
Prayer, Remiffion; yet is hee © 
peremptory upon his Repro- 
-bation, verí.22.23. And all is 
_-becaufeof the Diabolicalland 
. Indiffoluble Pact the Bond of: 
- "Iniquity. So the Damfell, A. 
16.16.17.18. A meerly paflive 
Witch ( whofe Divination or 
- Soothfaying was forced tho- 
tow a Daroniacal Pofleffion) 
wasfavedno doubt.Of which | 
her opportune Occurfion,her | 
- Confeffion,her Applicationof | 
|. dt, her perfeverance, with Sa- 
- fans. Ejection out of her, are 
uf 3 fufficieat 


ee 


-. Cafes of Confcience = — 205 he 
" fufficient. Teftimonie$ But E} 
‘| cannot fay fo much offezabel | | 
|| and the witch of Endor, who! } 
| were malicious active witches. . V 
| Manafleh likewife (though: [ 
| fome think hee wasno Witch ) o 
|. himfelfe,but only a Confulter, | 
|| a Favourer anda promoter of) 
| them) yet (ledby the many | 
l| notable Expreflions, 2 Chr.39.. 
|| 6.)Irather conceive he was a | 
t| very Witch. Nevertheleffeit is | 
I| faid he fought theLord, and ) 
|| prayed, andtheLord was en- | 
| treated of him, verí:12.13. But | 
j| hewasno Apoftate Witch.For | 
| itisnotfpoken ofhimeilaftery 1, 
| hisConverfion. Hethen knew.) || 
W| thattheLord hewas God, voi} | 
f| 13. But Simon Magus and Ely-:. 


«yee 
poit 
"A s 


^» Cafes of Con(cience a 

- mas thë Sorcerer (two A po- 

_ flatewitches)who would have 

- hired the power of the holy 
Spirit formoney, who malici- 
oufly fought to pervert the 
faith & truth of Chrift, Thefe 
therefore the Apoftles ( Peter 

«and Paul ) denounce exprefly 

- for damned Keprobates, Ac. 

49.23.32nd13.8,9.130. ~~ 

1^. Toconclude, when I tha! be 

- inftructed, ofany one particu- 


. larand fpecifioue fin , foneare 
to the finne againft the hol 
- Ghoft as this of W'tcheraft: 


a 


s, 


| * Orthattherei: any other blaf- 
E i 
be 


er 
I 


phemy more imputing the 
- Works of the Devill to God,or 
€ workes of God to the De- 

*orfuüchan Anti-chri ftian 
a Mylterie 


| | Concerning W'itcbesec. 
 Mifterie of Iniquity with | ing - 


t» 


| doctrines of Devills, 1 Tim. 4. 
Orfucha treading under foot 
the Son of God; counting the 
Blood ofthe Covenant vaine 
| thing, and doing defpight un- 


Orin very deed fucha fin unto 


| of Witchcraft is not allthis: f 
. | Or if there bee any other fpe- f 


{and properties that Divines { 


wonders, and ftrong delufions, A | 
| 2 Thef. 2. Or fuch a giving ^ M 
| heed to feducing fpirits and — Y 


to theSpirit of grace, Heb. 10, 


death, 1 John 5. I fay, whenI~ 1 l 
 fhall be inftructed thatthe fia 7 


| cifique particular finnefo like ` 
|to all this, as is the finneof | © 
| Witch-craft: Or to which F | 
both the Scripture phrafes | | 


make «f / 


È oncerning Wirchessere. 


ae of the finne againftthe: 
Holy Ghoft., may bee more 
PIT and fully apply d, then 
 thall I bee: convicted in Con- 
_{eience to bee more remitle in 
my Judgement againft the Pa- 
 Qed-Aûi re-Apoltate Witch. 
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